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OBSERVE (Describe what you see)
What do you notice first?
What people and objects are shown? 
How are they arranged?
What is the physical setting?
What other details can you see?

REFLECT (Think about it)
Why do you think this image was made?
What’s happening in the image?
When do you think it was made?
Who do you think was the audience for this image?

QUESTION (What’s still unanswered, even after  
reading the captions?) What do you wonder about … 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?
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HANDOUT A

During your classroom discussions of the book, Here Come 
the Girl Scouts, by Shana Corey, you may wish to distribute 
HANDOUT A and B, which are historical photographs from 
the National Historic Preservation Center at Girl Scouts of 
the USA, located in New York City. 

There are many details for students to consider. In HANDOUT 
A, what might it mean that one girl is wearing different cloth-
ing—with a white shirt and scarf? Is that also a Girl Scout uni-
form? Do your students notice that two of the Girl Scouts in the 
group are African American? Was this photo taken during the 
era of Jim Crow? In HANDOUT B, there is also a variation in 
uniforms, and several types of equipment in use. What are they 
doing and why? For some grade levels, studying this image can 
be tied into World War I home front efforts. Students could do 
a “then and now” exercise. How is this activity different from 
what you see today? What do kids do outside of school today 
as opposed to other time periods? What may be recreational 
now may have been a necessity in the past.

Examine both photographs with your students using the 
questions on HANDOUT A for analyzing images. These are 
some of the questions provided by the Library of Congress at 
www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_

Photographs_and_Prints.pdf. There are also great teaching 
resources at the National Archives’ website docsteach.org and 
at www.nycarchivists.org/aei Visit www.girlscouts.org/history. 

CAPTION for HANDOUT A: Birdsall Otis Edey, writer and prominent 
Girl Scout leader, who later served as National President of Girl Scouts 
of the USA, at a rally with Girl Scouts in Central Park, New York City, 
1920. The girl in the white blouse is wearing a most likely homemade 
uniform, accessorized with official hat, scarf, and pin. Others wear the 
official Girl Scout khaki uniform. (Both photos are from the Collection 
of National Historic Preservation Center, Girl Scouts of the USA.)

CAPTION for HANDOUT B: Girl Scouts team up to preserve fruits and 
vegetables in response to food shortages, circa 1917. In the process 
of canning, glass jars are filled with hot cooked fruits or vegetables, 
sealed with metal tops that have rubber rings, then lowered into boil-
ing water for at least 15 minutes to sterilize the vessel and its contents. 
(Notice the wire cage for raising and lowering eight jars at a time and 
the oblong tub of boiling water with three burners under it. Sanitation 
is key in this process, and thus the white cooking uniforms with hats.) 

Pamela Cruz is Director, National Historic Preservation Center, Girl 
Scouts of the USA, and President, Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan 

New York, Inc. (A.R.T.). Reach her at pcruz@girlscouts.org.
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