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2018 NCSS House of 
Delegates Resolutions
The House of Delegates (HOD) provides a forum for the gen-
eral membership of NCSS, as represented by state councils, 
communities, and associated groups, to bring ideas, principles, 
beliefs, and actions regarding social studies education to the 
attention of the NCSS Board of Directors. Resolutions are 
the framework through which the NCSS membership at-large 
makes recommendations to the Board.

Any NCSS member may submit a resolution following the 
guidelines established in the House of Delegates Manual. 
Resolutions are debated and voted on during HOD meet-
ing at the NCSS Annual Conference. Resolutions that are 
passed by the HOD are discussed and voted on by the Board 
of Directors following the annual conference at the Board’s 
winter meeting. During this meeting, the Board discusses each 
resolution to determine if it will help NCSS reach its short- 
and long-term strategic goals. Staff begins working on imple-
menting the resolutions passed by the Board of Directors as 
soon as possible and feasible during the current and incoming 
fiscal years.

The resolutions approved by the NCSS Board of Directors 
at its Winter 2019 meeting are the following:

Resolution #18-01-1
Building Stronger Reciprocal Relationships
Sponsor: Iowa Council for the Social Studies
Co-Sponsors: Colorado Council for the Social Studies, 
Florida Council for the Social Studies, Middle States 
Council for the Social Studies, Nebraska State Council for 
the Social Studies, Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies, 
Washington State Council for the Social Studies

Rationale: To improve social studies education in the 
United States, all social studies groups need to work more col-
laboratively and reciprocally in order to create more effective 
organizations with greater capacity to advocate and promote 
social studies education.

WHEREAS: the National Council for the Social Studies 
(NCSS), the affiliated councils, the associated groups, and 
the communities have a shared purpose in improving social 
studies education; and

WHEREAS: each organization and group brings strengths 
and abilities that can be utilized by all to improve social stud-

ies education; and
WHEREAS: each organization and group has a leadership 

team which can benefit from greater collaboration across all 
organizations; and

WHEREAS: NCSS is well situated to facilitate more col-
laborative and reciprocal relationships; and

WHEREAS: we are all stronger when we pull together and 
help each other;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the NCSS 
Board of Directors and staff work to leverage the strengths, 
skills, and personnel of the affiliated councils, associated 
groups and communities to build stronger collaborative rela-
tionships among and between NCSS, the affiliated councils, 
the associated groups, and the communities.

Resolution #18-01-2
Urging NCSS to Explore the Integration of Its 
Contemporary Position Statements, Mission and Policies 
into Official Guides to all Official Social Studies Related 
Standards, Frameworks and Guides

Sponsor: NCSS Human Rights Education Community
Co-Sponsors: Connecticut Council for the Social Studies, 

Florida Council for the Social Studies, Oklahoma Council 
for the Social Studies

Rationale: The National Council for the Social Studies 
(NCSS) has made significant progress in the identification of 
critical issues, practices, and content areas in the social studies 
since the most recent adoption of social studies standards and 
the C3 Framework. NCSS is continuing to develop statements 
of policy and guides to practice. It is important that all such 
statements and guides be developed with attention to NCSS 
statements of position so that these positions will be reflected 
when NCSS speaks authoritatively.

WHEREAS: the National Council for the Social Studies 
provides leadership and service for all social studies educa-
tors, to support them as they teach students the content knowl-
edge, intellectual skills, and civic values necessary for fulfilling 
the duties of citizenship in a participatory democracy; and

WHEREAS: in connection with this mission NCSS has 
developed content standards, standards for preparation of 
teachers, the C3 Framework, and various guides and publica-
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tions to assist, support, and reflect the knowledge and skills 
of its member educators; and

WHEREAS: in addition to these standards, frameworks, 
and publications, NCSS has periodically adopted Position 
Statements to describe with greater clarity and detail signifi-
cant issues, practice, and content areas in social studies—such 
as education about American Indigenous Peoples, human 
rights, religious studies, and civic revitalization—which 
should inform the field of social studies education and the 
programs through which future social studies educators are 
prepared for their profession; and

WHEREAS: without a conscious effort of coordination and 
integration, there is a significant risk that positions adopted 
by NCSS in one venue will fail to be reflected in documents 
developed by NCSS or under NCSS authorization which 
guide the teaching of social studies and the preparation of 
social studies educators;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the NCSS 
House of Delegates, on behalf of all the communities, associ-
ated groups, and affiliated programs within NCSS, request the 
NCSS Board of Directors and staff to develop protocols and 
work with the various communities of interest within NCSS 
to ensure that the Position Statements, and other statements 
officially adopted by NCSS, and the priorities expressed 
by NCSS’s growing communities of interest are reflected in 
NCSS’s ongoing work in revisiting, updating, and expanding 
its standards, frameworks, guides, and other professional 
resources. 

Resolution #18-02-1
Support of Curricular Promotion of Women in History 
and Current Events and for Their Respectful Treatment

Sponsor: College and University Faculty Assembly 
(CUFA)

Co-Sponsors: Connecticut Council for the Social Studies, 
Florida Council for the Social Studies, Maine Council for the 
Social Studies, Human Rights Education Community

Rationale: The increasing attention of publicity that con-
cerns the marginalization of women presents a wake-up call 
to the social studies education community. As Schmeichel 
(2015) observes,

If you think that we are living in a post-sexist world, 
you are wrong. Gender inequality is not something 
we have moved beyond. Indeed, these recent con-
versations about sexism and gender inequality in our 
country are not pointing to a new phenomenon. (p.2)

The message presented by national political and profes-
sional leadership appears to be one of economics, denial, and 
payoff. Jennifer Newsom’s documentary, Miss Representation 
(2011), describes how media giants profit through the exploi-

tation of girls and women who seek attention and fame, while 
marginalizing efforts of women producers who seek to counter 
the trend. Chris Hedges (2010) describes how relationships 
between commonly recognized corporations and the adult 
entertainment business create an environment in which soci-
ety accepts such objectification. Indeed, media coverage of 
President Trump’s extramarital relationships tends to focus 
on efforts to conceal the trysts, rather than the failure of a 
national leader to practice relational fidelity.

Teaching children, adolescents, and young adults about 
citizenship involves a certain amount of honor and respect. 
Yet, as Vickery (2017) observes,

The construct of citizenship is a site of political and 
social struggle…. It is also a social construct and dis-
cursive process that has changed over time to exclude 
certain bodies from belonging and participating as 
legitimate members of a nation-state. (pp. 318–319) 

Social studies education should not condone the explicit 
and implicit degradation of women. To stay silent on the issue 
or pretend that the problem does not exist affirms the current 
environment and the conditions that contribute to its presence.

WHEREAS: contributions of women to the development 
of human civilization have significance that merit as much 
acclaim as the influences of men; and

WHEREAS: state academic standards and textbooks pres-
ent the contributions of women to society from additive and 
contributions approaches and minimize coverage of the pat-
terns of injustices towards women and the rights and respon-
sibilities of societies for their just treatment; and

WHEREAS:  patriarchal social views represent social con-
structions that derive, in part, from misunderstandings of 
religious scripture (e.g., Borg & Crossan, 2009; Pateman, 
1990); and

WHEREAS: curricular materials that relate to women’s 
accomplishments tend to emphasize technical objectives 
rather than women’s social accomplishments (Schmeichel, 
2015); and

WHEREAS: the National Council for the Social Studies 
(NCSS) has expressed little or no advocacy for the develop-
ment or advancement of curricula that uphold the citizen 
rights of women and for their respectful treatment in the 
United States and in other nations; and

WHEREAS: the lack of information and guidance could 
lead teachers to perpetuate myths, misconceptions, and ste-
reotypical conceptions of young girls and women that contrib-
ute to their objectification through media and other forms of 
mass communication; and

WHEREAS: the development of campaigns such as 
“#metoo” have confirmed a pattern of exploitation of women 
within social contexts; and
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WHEREAS: the increasing attention on the role of women 
in the political processes of the United States calls for more 
focused learning about gender and political power;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that NCSS 
issue a position statement in favor of curricular promotion 
of women in history and current events; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that NCSS endorse efforts 
to promote and empower the rights of young girls and women 
in the classroom and in society.
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Resolution # 18-03-1
Advocating Improved Holocaust Education and the 
Provision of Necessary Resources

Sponsor: Florida Council for the Social Studies
Co-Sponsors: Colorado Council for the Social Studies, 

Connecticut Council for the Social Studies, Wisconsin 
Council for the Social Studies, Human Rights Education 
Community
Rationale: Recent events in Florida, Virginia, and elsewhere 
in the United States have raised questions about the ways in 
which we as educators approach and teach the events of the 
Holocaust.1 As of 2017, only eight states mandate instruction 
on the Holocaust, and increasingly we as citizens and educa-
tors are losing access to those survivors and eyewitnesses, liv-
ing primary sources who can serve as resources for education 
and remembrance.2 Research suggests that in some cases, when 
it is taught, the approach often focuses on shock value and 
shallow interpretations rather than roots and policies. At the 
same time, the Holocaust is often approached as a “controver-
sial issue” that requires “balance.”3 As social studies educators, 
we have an obligation to understand what we are teaching to 
confront the facts of events like the Holocaust. Educators must 
be knowledgeable, understand the purpose and function of 
Holocaust education, and use age-appropriate materials to 
ensure that students gain a comprehensive understanding of 
this dark time in world history.4

WHEREAS: anti-Semitic acts of violence are on the rise 
in the United States, reaching nearly 2,000 unique events in 
2017, according to the Anti-Defamation League5; and

WHEREAS: in contradiction to the limited state policies 
that do exist, some district and school administrations through-
out the country have suggested that educators approach the 
Holocaust as a “controversial issue” that requires “balance,” 
while general knowledge about the Holocaust continues to 
decline; and

WHEREAS:  a number of excellent, proven, and grade-
level appropriate resources exist for teaching about the 
Holocaust; and

WHEREAS: the National Council for the Social Studies 
(NCSS) has an obligation to support accurate quality instruc-
tion and to support members in the field;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that NCSS 
support the teaching of the Holocaust as an absolute fact 
without mitigating circumstances that require a consideration 
of “balance”; establish a clearinghouse of resources and 
instructional tools on socialstudies.org that can be used to 
teach about the Holocaust; support professional development 
opportunities that will improve teacher understanding of the 
Holocaust; and support a 50-state effort to mandate quality 
K-12 Holocaust education.
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Resolution #18-04-5
Expressing the Commitment of the National Council for 
the Social Studies and Its Members to Resist Furthering or 
Legitimizing the Detention of Migrant Children or Their 
Separation from Their Families, in Violation of International 
and Domestic Law, and to Employ the Skills of Civic Literacy 
to Help Students Evaluate and Respond to Actions by Any 
Government that Violates Fundamental Human Rights of 
Children and Families

Sponsors: NCSS Human Rights Education Community
Co-Sponsor: Maine Council for the Social Studies
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Rationale: In a time when fundamental principles neces-
sary to the maintenance of a participatory, diverse democratic 
society are called into question at the highest levels of govern-
ment, social studies educators have a special responsibility 
and a particular challenge faithfully to engage their students 
in the study of the principles, laws, treaties, and constitutional 
provisions which underlie this nation and the larger global 
society, and to encourage their students to explore contem-
porary events in light of those principles.

WHEREAS: the National Council for the Social Studies 
(NCSS) is committed, as outlined in its Mission Statement, to 
provide “leadership, service and support” for social studies 
educators as they fulfill their calling to “teach students the 
content knowledge, intellectual skills, and civic values neces-
sary for fulfilling the duties of citizenship in a participatory 
democracy”; and

WHEREAS: declarations which the United States has 
approved and treaties it has ratified require that all persons 
be recognized as “equal before the law,” and be treated “with 
humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the 
human person”;1 that the family as “the natural and funda-
mental group unit of society” receive “protection by society 
and the State”;2 and that every child be accorded “special care 
and assistance” and “the right to such measures of protection 

as are required by his status as a minor”;3 and
WHEREAS: recent policies and practices undertaken and 

carried out by various agencies of the government of the 
United States, particularly the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Agency, notwithstanding these declarations, trea-
ties, and policies of domestic law, have broken apart many 
migrant families and have subjected their minor children to 
grievous harm through detention and through separation from 
their parents or custodial family members; and

WHEREAS: social studies educators are, by the very nature 
of their profession, involved in educating children about the 
institutions through which this nation and its subdivisions are 
governed and “to provide instruction which instills commit-
ment to democratic values and faith in the dignity and worth 
of the individual,”4 and to educate their students “about their 
human rights and their responsibility to uphold and protect 
the rights of others, in all circumstances”;5

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that NCSS 
declare its condemnation of the use of the power of any state, 
including the power of the United States, to inflict physical 
and/or emotional harm on minors or to separate families 
because they are migrant persons whose status is not yet 
determined to conform to U.S. law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that NCSS urge its mem-

TEACHERS—START  A  CHAPTER  AT  YOUR  HIGH SCHOOL

www.socialstudies.org/rhokappa

Rho Kappa National Social Studies 
Honor Society is the only national 
organization for high school juniors 
and seniors that recognizes excellence
in the �eld of social studies. Any 
accredited public, private, or charter 
high school can apply for a local chapter.

Your students deserve this opportunity.
An opportunity only you can provide. 
Start them early with membership in 
Rho Kappa National Social Studies 
Honor Society.
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Teaching the College, Career, and  
Civic Life (C3) Framework, Part Two

Edited by Kathy Swan, John Lee, and S.G. Grant. NCSS Bulletin 116.

The powerful social studies inquiries in this book bring the College, Career, and 
Civic Life (C3) Framework to life. They are based on the Inquiry Design Model 
(IDM), a curricular approach that animates social studies standards and integrates 
the four dimensions of the C3 Inquiry Arc.

The editors of this book invited outstanding social studies curricular 
organizations to take the “IDM challenge” and contribute units based on IDM 
blueprints about topics that are central to K-12 social studies. The resulting 
inquiries cover an impressive range of subjects: teaching students about the 
concept of money and how to understand maps; engaging students in historical investigations of Indian Removal, slavery 
and the failure of Reconstruction, and the Holocaust; exploring social changes such as the historical impact of bicycles and 
the present-day effects of the use of robots in manufacturing; and dealing with current issues such as gun control, media 
literacy, the minimum wage, and the controversy over school bathrooms.

This book is a companion volume to the popular NCSS publication, Teaching the C3 Framework. 

Item# 180116
Price: $29.95 / NCSS Members: $19.95

Purchase 10 or more copies and save 20% off the non-member price. Order online at www.socialstudies.org/store.  

To order by phone, call 1-800-683-0812. To order by purchase order, please email as attachments to bookstore@ncss.org;  

fax to 301-779-8596, or mail to NCSS Publications, 3570 Bladensburg Rd., Brentwood, MD 20722. Any order including a check  

as payment should be sent to: NCSS, P.O. Box 79078, Baltimore, MD 21279-0078.

bers and social studies educators everywhere not to partici-
pate knowingly in actions furthering the detention of migrant 
children; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that NCSS disavow and 
repudiate any intentional or willfully ignorant misrepresenta-
tion of civic principles, constitutional provisions, laws, trea-
ties, traditions, and histories for the purpose of justifying the 
separation of migrant families or the detention of migrant 
children; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that NCSS recognize and 
defend both the right and the responsibility of its members 
and of social studies educators everywhere to provide stu-
dents with an honest civic education, based upon the prin-
ciples, constitutional provisions, laws, treaties, and civic val-
ues that support the maintenance of a diverse, participatory 
democratic society.

Notes
1.  ICCPR*, Art. 10, 26; CERD**, Art. 5; Geneva Conventions I-IV, Common 

Article III
2.  UDHR***, Art. 16, ICCPR, Art. 23
3.  UDHR, Art. 25, ICCPR, Art. 24
4.  NCSS Code of Ethics, Principle 2 (A)
5.  NCSS Position Statement on Human Rights Education
* ICCPR - International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
** CERD- Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
*** UDHR - Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 ICCPR, CERD, and Geneva Conventions I–IV are all treaties ratified by the 

United States.

Courtesy resolutions were also passed in recognition of the 
service of NCSS President India Meissel, Local Arrangements 
Co-Chairs Mary Ellen Daneels and Heather Van Benthuysen, 
and local school and district administrators who support 
educators being able to attend NCSS meetings and activities. 
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