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in this issue of Social Education, the last of the school year, our 
authors focus on providing creative suggestions for teaching 
social studies, with a special interest in the use of literature, 
the arts and music. among the articles, lesson plans and recom-
mended trade books, our readers will hopefully find enjoyable 
summer reading, as well as teaching tips and resources that 
can enliven their classrooms in the coming year.

our teaching with documents article is jointly authored 
by a historian and an arts educator, lee ann Potter of the 
national archives and Elizabeth K. Eder of the Smithsonian 
american art Museum.  they describe the evolution of the 
Preamble of the consitution from draft to final form, and pres-
ent Mike Wilkins’s sculptural recreation of its celebrated words 
as a modern example of artwork it has inspired. teachers can 
pique students’ interest by showing them our cover or inside 
photograph of Wilkins’s artwork (an arrangement of license 
plates from the different states), and asking them to examine 
its message and historic importance. the teaching suggestions 
in the article will help students interpret the Preamble and 
other historic documents.

the struggle to ensure the right of reporters to protect their 
confidential sources has been long and often bitter since its 
inception in 1848, when a New York Herald reporter was 
jailed by the Senate for refusing to reveal the source of a report. 
on several occasions in the last five years, courts have judged 
reporters to be in contempt for not revealing sources, and 
journalists have demanded stronger shield laws to protect the 
confidentiality of sources. in our looking at the law column, 
natalie West examines the recent challenges to journalists and 
the legal issues raised by shield laws, while tiffany Willey 
suggests activities that bring the subject into the classroom. 

When Staci anson spent $500 purchasing World War ii 
artifacts on eBay, her history students were the main benefi-
ciaries of the auction. “When i started teaching with these 
artifacts, i was amazed at how much more involved my students 
became.” (165) With the help of these and other resources, she 
was able to provide students with a realistic view of the daily 
lives of the soldiers as they made history in the war. 

For his internet column, c. Frederick Risinger searched 
the web for sites that help to integrate literature and the arts 
into social studies instruction, with a particular interest in 
those that may not be known by many teachers. His selection 
ranges from websites that are educator-created to those that 
present the artwork of museums, all of which offer invalu-
able information and tips to teachers seeking to enliven their 
lessons and engage their students.

Michael G. lovorn, an expert in the use of music in the 
social studies classroom, shows how folk music can introduce 
students to one of the most poignant disasters of the depression 

era, the dust Bowl. using the music of Woody Guthrie as a 
stimulus, he presents handouts and activities that enhance 
students’ historical knowledge and literacy skills. intended 
for students in the fourth and fifth grades, this activity can 
also benefit students at higher levels.

the center of this issue is a 16-page pullout with the latest 
list of notable Social Studies trade Books for Young People. 
these books, published in 2008, have exceptional social stud-
ies value as well as outstanding literary qualities, and have 
been selected by a committee of ncSS members in associa-
tion with the children’s Book council. the books cover the 
range of social studies. accompanying annotations describe 
their contents as well as the social studies standards themes 
to which the books relate.

the trade Books list is complemented by another set of 
distinguished books for children and young adults, the carter 
G. Woodson award-winning books of 2008.  the Woodson 
awards honor exceptional books that educate young people on 
race and ethnicity in the united States. this year’s selections 
range from the Amistad slave mutiny to the history of black 
and white airmen in World War ii, and from the stories of 
great sportsmen like louis Sockalexis and duke Kahanamoku 
to those of musicians, including notable female jazz singers 
and Vincent collin Beach, who had a 22-year career as a 
member of the u.S. airforce military band.

in our Research and Practice column, Kathryn au discusses 
research on culturally responsive teaching, which, she points 
out, is necessary to “close the achievement gap between stu-
dents of diverse backgrounds and their mainstream peers.” 
(179) in response to the question, “isn’t culturally responsive 
instruction just good teaching?” her answer is an emphatic 

“no.”  Her review presents culturally responsive approaches 
that work in a variety of different classroom structures—whole 
class lessons, teacher-led small groups and student-led small 
groups—and offers guidelines for teachers about supporting 
individual and independent work by students.

Staging a crime scene is nancy Peterson’s lure for teach-
ing students about laws governing search warrants and the 
rules that police investigators are obliged to follow. When 
her students discover a “murder” in their school, they need to 
acquire a quick knowledge of the procedures for investigation 
and the arrest and trial of suspects. By the time the class has 
worked its way toward a trial and final verdict, students have 
a detailed understanding of famous Supreme court cases such 
as Miranda v Arizona and Gideon v Wainwright.

as always, the editors of Social Education welcome the 
comments of readers on any of the contributions to this issue 
at socialed@ncss.org. 



Women & Politics Around the 
World: A Comparative History 
and Survey 
2 volumes

Joyce Gelb and Marian Lief Palley

A unique two-volume examination of the progress 
women have made in achieving political equality, 
Women and Politics around the World addresses both 
transnational and gender-related issues as well as 
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political representation in the United States and around 

the world, but true equality may be a long way away. Though women represent more than half of 
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concerns often go unaddressed in the political arena.
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