
I’m writing to respond to the article in your recent issue celebrat-
ing Law Day, May 1st (“How the Rule of Law Has Shaped and 
Continues to Shape America,” Social Education, MarchApril 
2021).

Given the current political climate, where we have had almost 
ceaseless news about Black people being murdered by officers 
of the law, choosing to celebrate Law Day, and encourage oth-
ers to do so, is reprehensible. The article itself is fine and well 
written, and I appreciate the recognition of the racial dynamics 
in it. But the magazine itself has sections encouraging educator 
involvement and support of this day, with zero context about 
why educators (if they’re any good) might choose to explicitly 
not celebrate the U.S. legal system right now.

It’s especially reprehensible for a social studies magazine to 
do this without also acknowledging that May 1st is also May 
Day, a historic and worldwide labor rights day. It’s one thing to 
write about the history of Law Day—which would perhaps be 
fine if it was alongside an article about May Day, or if the article 
about Law Day included at the very least a recognition that it 

shared the date with May Day. But there was zero mention of 
May Day as also happening on May 1st, which utterly baffles 
me at best. What social studies curriculum, or teachers, would 
focus on “law day” and not at least also talk about May Day?

It is urgent that we as teachers working to engage students in 
the realities of American history and current life highlight not 
the oppressive power structures that are quite literally killing 
people in the streets and locking them up for years on end, but 
people’s movements that demonstrate solidarity and collective 
change.

Writing about Law Day in 2021, and advocating for its rec-
ognition, was a gross oversight at best. But doing so without 
recognition of another key day in U.S. and global history is 
an unethical choice that harms movements of change in this 
country.

Sarah Duncan 
Public Schools of Brookline
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If you try these suggestions, or a variation of them, with your 

students, tell us about your experience! During the last week 

of January 2021, the Teaching with the Library of Congress Blog 

at blogs.loc.gov/teachers featured a post tied to this article and 

we invite you to comment and share your teaching strategies.

Difference: The source of each article is different—a 
government health agency (1913), a private medi-
cal association (1954), and an unidentifi ed source 
(1963). To some students, this may raise questions 
related to how new scientifi c information was dis-
covered and passed along to the public, as well as 
the perceived credibility (or lack thereof) of various 
sources in the minds of the readers.

Continued Student Research
An analysis of historical newspaper articles on the measles can 
help your students begin to refl ect on connections between 
science literacy and citizen behavior. It can also serve as the 
launching point for additional student research within the 
Chronicling America historical newspaper archive (https://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/). For example, some students might 
search “U.S. Public Health Service,” to learn why this federal 
agency was created and how it was perceived by the public. 
Others may search “vaccines” or “vaccination” to learn about 
the history of their development, public attitudes toward them, 
or even instances when local governments mandated vaccina-
tions. Encourage students to develop their own research ques-
tions and explore for insights! 

Michael Apfeldorf is an Educational Resources 
Specialist at the Library of Congress. For more informa-
tion on the education programs of the Library of Congress, 
please visit www.loc.gov/teachers/. 
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Korea’s Place in Teaching Human Geography:
Lessons on the Population, Culture, and Economy 
of the Republic of Korea.
World History Digital Education Foundation

This book goes beyond the political headlines to provide readers with a greater 
understanding of the country itself as it faces the challenges of population growth, 
a changing cultural landscape, and rapid economic development. The fi rst of the 
book’s three modules examines the country’s changing demographic structure and 
population policies. The second reviews the Korean cultural landscape, noting 
the continuing infl uence of Korea’s tradition of geomancy on the “why of where” in the landscape, and 
examining the diffusion of Korean culture to other countries. The fi nal module tracks the transformation 
of South Korea into a country with a highly developed economy after being one of the poorest nations in 
the world at the end of the Korean War.

This book is co-published by the National Council for the Social Studies and the World History Digital 
Education Foundation, with the support of the Korea Foundation.

Member price: $19.95 / List price: $29.95
NCSS Item Number 200800

Purchase 10 or more copies and save 20% o�  the non-member price. Order online at www.socialstudies.org/store. To order by phone, call 1-800-683-0812. 
To order by purchase order, please email as attachments to bookstore@ncss.org; fax to 301-779-8596, or mail to NCSS Publications, 3570 Bladensburg Rd., 
Brentwood, MD 20722. Any order including a check as payment should be sent to: NCSS, P.O. Box 79078, Baltimore, MD 21279-0078.
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