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(See the article in this issue by Carolyn A. Weber and Heather N. Hagan, pages 3–9, which explains how to use this hand-
out and provides the full citations with titles, absent here for the students to discover as they go online.)

Worksheet: Is This a Reliable Source?
Resource and URL Link

Reliable?
Yes/No

1. 	 Aquasana (no date), www.aquasana.com/info/education/is-your-tap-water-safe.

2. 	 Classy.org (2019), www.classy.org/blog/5-nonprofits-make-clean-water-global-reality. 

3. 	 Environmental Protection Agency (2017), 19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/schools_.html. 

4. 	 Environmental Protection Agency (2020), www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water. Sug-
gested links: “Basic Information” and “Safe Drinking Water Act.”

5. 	 FoodRevolution.org (2016), foodrevolution.org/blog/food-and-health/chromium-6-in-drinking-
water. 

6. 	 Koshland Science Museum (2007), www.koshland-science-museum.org/water/html/en/Over-
view/Why-is-Safe-Water-Essential.html. 

7. 	 National Public Radio (March 22, 2016), www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2016/03/22/ 
471408630/what-makes-water-unsafe-not-the-color-taste-or-smell.

8. 	 NBC News (2019), www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/lead-water-study-shows-many-
schools-have-far-too-much-n956851.

9. 	 New York Times (Feb. 12, 2018), www.nytimes.com/2018/02/12/climate/drinking-water-safety.
html. 

10. 	 Tapp Water (2019), tappwater.co/us/can-i-drink-us-tap-water.

11. 	 Unilever (2019), www.unilever.com/sustainable-living/improving-health-and-well-being/health-
and-hygiene/providing-safe-drinking-water/. 

12. 	 United Nations (2014), www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/human_right_to_water.shtml.
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Compelling Question: Is safe drinking water a right?

Supporting Question 1: 
What causes drinking water to become unsafe?

See Source 6: 
Koshland Science Museum  

Evidence & Support:  

Supporting question conclusion:
(Address the supporting question. Be sure to cite evidence for your claim.)

Evidence & Support:  Evidence & Support:  

See Source 4: 
Environmental 
Protection Agency (A)

See Source 7:
National Public 

Working Hypothesis:
(Address the compelling question, based on evidence for the supporting question.)

Station 1 Graphic Organizer
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Compelling Question: Is safe drinking water a right?

Supporting Question 2: 
Whose responsibility is it to provide safe drinking water for citizens?

See Source 4: 
Environmental Protection Agency (B)  

Evidence & Support:  

Supporting question conclusion:
(Address the supporting question. Be sure to cite evidence for your claim.)

Evidence & Support:  Evidence & Support:  

See Source 11: 
Unilever

Source 2: 
Classy.org

Working Hypothesis:
(Address the compelling question, based on evidence for the supporting question.)

Station 2 Graphic Organizer
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Compelling Question: Is safe drinking water a right?

Supporting Question 1: 
Do we have safe drinking water in the United States?

See Source 3: 
Environmental 
Protection Agency  

Evidence & Support:  

Supporting question conclusion:
(Address the supporting question. Be sure to cite evidence for your claim.)

Evidence & Support:  Evidence & Support:  

See Source 9: 
New York Times

See Source 8:
NBC News

Working Hypothesis:
(Address the compelling question, based on evidence for the supporting question.)

Station 3 Graphic Organizer


