
Henry Morton Stanley: Part I 

As one of the few Europeans that has actually been to Africa, I am excited to fulfill my role as 
geographical expert and tell you all about the wonders of this dark and mysterious continent. As 
you all know, I have spent much of my esteemed life exploring Africa. In in 1870s, I traveled 
through Zanzibar on my successful quest to find Dr. Livingston. I’m sure you all enjoyed reading 
about my adventures in my exciting book, Through the Dark Continent. I later travelled through 
northern and central Africa to map out all the lakes and rivers. It was on this trip that I found the 
source of the Nile.  

Several years ago, I returned to Africa, this time venturing to Congo at the head of King 
Leopold’s scientific exploration. I found Congo to be a wild land, a thick rain forest of a jungle 
in the west, giving way to grasslands to the east. The Africans that dwell in the forest often move 
from place to place, picking up their homes and moving to where the latest elephant has been 
killed. They live among wild animals and nearly impassable rivers. Although their homes and 
possessions are often dripping in ivory, these people have made almost no improvements upon 
the land. Their land is full of an “inexhaustible treasure of gold, vast quantities of elephant’s 
teeth, honey, riches of gums, ostriches’ feather and amber-grease.” The riches of Africa would 
make any white man rich. European guidance is sorely needed.   

Henry Morton Stanley Part II: In support of Belgium’s claim to Congo  

Let us now turn to Congo and accomplish the chief aim of this conference. As I mentioned, I 
recently returned from Congo where I headed King Leopold’s scientific exploration.   

Once in Congo, I established trading stations in all the most desirable places. I made 
improvements on land in Congo. I established the bustling town of Leopoldville, built roads, and 
have ordered construction be started on steamship ports. A railway is under construction at 
Stanley Pool on the Lower Congo River. In the name of King Leopold II, monarch of Belgium, I 
spoke with over 450 Congo basin chiefs and collected trade agreements and treaties from all of 
them. With “an ample supply of fine clothes, flunkey coasts, and tinsel-braided uniforms…with a 
rich assortments of divers marketable wares…and a couple bottles of gin,” I was able to secure a 
large area of Congo for Belgium’s King Leopold II, so that this most philanthropic monarch can 
bring the light of civilization to Congo.  

  



Berlin Conference Speech: Instructions to students  
 
On _____________________ you will be participating in a mock-Berlin Conference. The real 
conference was held in 1884, and it decided which European countries got to rule over which 
parts of Africa. No Africans were invited to the Berlin Conference. You represent Henry Morton 
Stanley, who explored Africa. You will read about his explorations of Africa and then give a 
speech as Stanley.   
 
Reading and Speech preparation 
Answer the following questions in your notebook, using complete sentences. Be sure you 
thoroughly understand the questions/answers, because your speech must include information 
from each question.  
 

1. Who is Henry Morton Stanley? Where did he explore? 
2. How does Stanley describe Congo?  
3. Why did Stanley explore Congo for King Leopold? How did he get the job?  
4. Why did the International Congo Association want Stanley to explore Congo?  
5. What did Stanley do in Congo?  
6. Why does Stanley want Belgian King Leopold to colonize Congo?   

 
Berlin Conference Speech and Participation  
Write a speech to give during the Berlin Conference. 

• Your speech must be in first person (“I discovered...”) 
• Your speech must be at least one minute long (no longer than 5 minutes) 
• Your speech must include information from each question  
• Your speech must include at least one quote (use “quotations”) from Stanley  

Speech:  
• Speak so everybody in the room can hear you 
• Use eye contact, gestures, and your voice to engage others in your speech 
• Take turns speaking during the general debate.  

During the Berlin Conference:  
• Listen to all speeches, but non-verbally react as someone from your country would react 

to each speech 
• Only speak when it is your turn, or during general debate time.  
• Complete the “Berlin Conference” worksheet throughout the Berlin Conference. 

Map: Draw in the areas that Stanley explored  

 



Henry Morton Stanley: Speech guide   

As one of the few Europeans that has actually been to Africa, I am excited to fulfill my role as 
geographical expert and tell you all about the wonders of this dark and mysterious continent. As 
you all know, I have spent much of my life exploring 
___________________________________________________________________________.  

In in 1870s, I traveled through Zanzibar, where I _________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________  

I later travelled through northern and central Africa to ________________________________ .  

Several years ago, I returned to Africa, this time venturing to Congo at the head of King 
Leopold’s scientific exploration. I found Congo to be ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Their land is full of an “inexhaustible________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ .”  

The riches of Africa would make any white man rich. European guidance is sorely needed.  Let 
us now turn to Congo and accomplish the chief aim of this conference. As I mentioned, I 
recently returned from Congo where I headed King Leopold’s scientific exploration.   

Let us now turn to Congo and accomplish the chief aim of this conference. As I mentioned, I 
recently returned from Congo where I headed King Leopold’s scientific exploration.   

Once in Congo, I established ____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
A railway is under construction at Stanley Pool on the Lower Congo River. In the name of King 
Leopold II, monarch of Belgium, I spoke with over 450 Congo basin chiefs and collected trade 
agreements and treaties from all of them. With “an ample supply _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________.” 
I was able to secure a large area of Congo for Belgium’s King Leopold II, so that this most 
philanthropic monarch can bring the light of civilization to Congo.  

 



The Berlin Conference: From South African History Online 
• https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/berlin-conference 

The Berlin Conference can be best understood as the formalisation of the Scramble for Africa. 
This British coined the term sometime in 1884, and it has since been used to describe the twenty-
plus years when the various European powers explored, divided, conquered and began to exploit 
virtually the entire African continent. European powers were slow to realise the benefits of 
claiming land in Africa and had mainly kept to coastal colonies. However in 1884–5 the 
Scramble for Africa had truly began in earnest when thirteen European countries and the United 
States met in Berlin to agree to the rules dividing Africa. The outcome of the conference was the 
General Act of the Berlin Conference. 

Prior to the conference, European diplomacy treated African indigenous people in the same 
manner as they treated New World natives, forming trade realtions with tribal chiefs. This can 
seen in examples such as the Portuguese trading with the Kingdom of the Kongo. With the 
exception of the trading posts along the coasts, the continent was essentially ignored. This 
changed as a result of King Leopold of Belgium’s desire for personal glory and riches and by the 
mid-19th century, Africa was considered ripe for exploration, trade, and settlement.  

In 1876, Belgium’s King Leopold II announced his intent to fund an exploration of the Congo 
region, and in 1879 Leopold sent Sir Henry Morton Stanley to the area. In the same year, the 
French began building a railway east from Dakar, hoping to tap potentially huge Sahelian 
markets. That year France also joined Great Britain in taking financial control of Egypt. 

From 1879 to 1885, Stanley went to the Congo as an envoy from Léopold with the secret mission 
to organise what would become known as the Congo Free State, a mercantile enterprise in the 
Congo. French intelligence had discovered Leopold’s plans, and France was quick to engage in 
its own colonial exploration. French naval officer Pierre de Brazza was dispatched to central 
Africa, traveled into the western Congo basin, and raised the French flag over the newly founded 
Brazzaville in 1881, in what is currently the Republic of Congo. To add to this, Portugal, had a 
long history in the are through its trade and treaties with the Kongo Empire in the area through 
its treaties with the Kongo Empire which in essence became a proxy state of Portugal. It quickly 
made a treaty with its old ally, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on 26 February 
1884 to block off the Congo Society’s access to the Atlantic. 

By the early 1880s European interest in Africa had increased dramatically. Stanley’s charting of 
the Congo River Basin (1874–77) removed the last bit of terra incognita from European maps of 
the continent, thereby delineating the rough areas of British, Portuguese, French, and Belgian 
control. The powers raced to push these rough boundaries to their furthest limits and eliminating 
any local minor rulers which might prove troublesome to European competitive diplomacy. 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/berlin-conference


 

Pages 71 – 73 (not included here) 



 
Full text available at 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&prints
ec=frontcover 

Relevant pages included here  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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