
Portuguese claims to Southern Africa  

We Portuguese have much to be proud of in our efforts to explore and map the African continent. 
The members of this Conference from Britain, France, Belgium and Germany would never have 
made the progress you’ve been boasting about had it not been for early Portuguese navigators 
like Prince Henry and all that came after him. It was these Portuguese that “single 
handed[ly]…traced the contour of the west, south, and east coasts of Africa [and] initiated the 
modern European colonization of the Continent” back in the 1400s. Therefore, we Portuguese 
are confident that our claims to large areas in Central Africa will be accepted by this Conference, 
as WE were the first discoverers of Africa. We claim the entire land of Southern Africa, based on 
our 1607 Treaty of Monomotapa, which gave the Portuguese mining rights of the land. We also 
claim land in Senegal, the Gambia, Benin, and Congo, as we were the first country to establish 
trading factories there.  

Portuguese reaction to Britain We still remain in the East, particularly along the Zambezi river 
on the East. It should NOT be disputed that we remain the colonial powers in Mozambique due 
to our Treaty. We also have a 400 year claim to Angola, on the west coast. Therefore, it only 
makes sense that all the African land between these countries should remain ours as well. Of 
course, we also have the rights to land in Congo, which we shall speak about later.    

Portuguese claims to Congo 

But we found that area first! We claimed Congo well before Stanley was even born! But 
Portuguese claims to Congo have not been abandoned.  We have had recent success in the area 
and we possess current treaties. We claim the area in West Africa from 5 degree South latitude to 
the Congo river. England, you yourself agreed to this claim earlier this year. We signed the 
Congo Treaty on February 26th of this year, 1884.   We have had held the area along the mouth 
of the Congo River since 1484 and we have never ONCE led it out of our sights. When British 
ships hover along the coasts, we Portuguese have always been steadfast in our rights to own 
Congo. You British have been cruel to native Africans in factories near Congo, and we 
Portuguese have stood up for the rights of Africans.  
  



Berlin Conference Portugal Speech: Instructions to students  
On _____________________ you will be participating in a mock-Berlin Conference. The real 
conference was held in 1884, and it decided which European countries got to rule over which 
parts of Africa. No Africans were invited to the Berlin Conference. You represent Portugal, the 
country who sent the first explorers to Africa in the 1400s, which started the slave trade. You 
will read about Portuguese claims to Africa and then give a speech about those claims.   
 
Reading and Speech preparation 
Answer the following questions in your notebook, using complete sentences. Be sure you 
thoroughly understand the questions/answers, because your speech must include information 
from each question.  
 

1. Who was Prince Henry? Where did he and others like him explore? 
2. What was the 1609 Treaty of Monomotapa?  
3. Why do you claim land around the Zambezi River (now called Mozambique?)  
4. What other colonies does Portugal claim? 
5. Why does Portugal claim Angola in West Africa?   
6. Why does Portugal claim Congo?  
7. Explain the Congo Treaty signed with Great Britain 

 
Berlin Conference Speech and Participation  
Write a speech to give during the Berlin Conference. 

• Your speech must be in first person (“We Portuguese discovered...”) 
• Your speech must be at least one minute long (no longer than 5 minutes) 
• Your speech must include information from each question  
• Your speech must include at least one quote (use “quotations”) from Partition of Africa  

Speech:  
• Speak so everybody in the room can hear you 
• Use eye contact, gestures, and your voice to engage others in your speech 
• Take turns speaking during the general debate.  

During the Berlin Conference:  
• Listen to all speeches, but non-verbally react as someone from your country would react 

to each speech 
• Only speak when it is your turn, or during general debate time.  
• Complete the “Berlin Conference” worksheet throughout the Berlin Conference. 

Map: Draw in the areas that Portugal claims  

 



Portugal: Speech guide   

Portuguese claims to Southern Africa  

We Portuguese have much to be proud of in our efforts to explore and map the African continent. 
The members of this Conference from Britain, France, Belgium and Germany would never have 
made the progress you’ve been boasting about had it not been for early Portuguese navigators 
like Prince Henry and all that came after him. They discovered_________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
We claim the entire land of Southern Africa, based on our 1607 Treaty of Monomotapa, 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
We also claim the land of _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
because we were the first country to ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Portuguese reaction to Britain We still remain in the East, particularly along the ___________ 
river on the East. It should NOT be disputed that we remain the colonial powers in Mozambique 
due to our Treaty. We also have a 400 year claim to Angola, on the west coast because ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  

Portuguese claims to Congo 

We claimed Congo well before Stanley was even born! But Portuguese claims to Congo have not 
been abandoned.  We have had recent success in the area and we possess current treaties. We 
claim the area in West Africa from 5 degree South latitude to 
_____________________________the Congo river. We signed the Congo Treaty on February 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
We have had held the area along the mouth of the Congo River since 1484 and we have never 
ONCE led it out of our sights. For example, 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
You British have been cruel to native Africans in factories near Congo, and we Portuguese 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

 



 
Full text available at 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&prints
ec=frontcover 

Relevant pages included here  

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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