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We Teach WWII Mostly Like This…

European Theater

Pacific Theater



And also like this…

 16,112,566 served

 407,316 deaths

 671,278 wounded

 61.2% were draftees

 38.8% were volunteers



But What If We Approached It Like This…

 33,000 from PA died

 9,380 buried in 
Normandy

 1,213 are from PA

 13% of the graves



So Why Incorporate These Stories?

 Brings curriculum to life.

 Honors the sacrifices of those who served our nation.

 Preserves the memory of our silent heroes.

 Makes personal connections for students.



Guiding Question

 How do we discover 
and uncover the 
personal lives and 
stories of everyday 
service members 
who fought in 
World War II?



Overview

 Using online databases from the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), the 
American Battle Monuments 
Commission (ABMC), and the 
National Cemetery Administration 
(NCA), as well as other primary 
and secondary sources, students 
become familiar with the historical 
research process and learn to tell 
the story of a Fallen Hero from 
World War II.



Objectives

At the conclusion of these mini lessons, students will be able 
to:

 Identify and analyze primary source documents for key 
pieces of information in developing a service member’s 
personal story;

 Evaluate the credibility of source materials for historical 
research; and

 Contextualize a period of time through multiple 
perspectives.



Five-Step Process…

 Step 1: How do you locate a service member to research?

 Step 2: How do you use the National Archives to access 
additional information?

 Step 3: How do you use a Census record to gain 
additional information?

 Step 4: How can newspaper articles provide 
additional information?

 Step 5: How can a U.S. Army service card provide 
information regarding military experience?
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Step #3 – Using Census Data



Seeing It In Action…



Step #4 – Using Newspaper & Ephemera



Seeing It In Action…



In the Classroom…



The Stories Unfold…

https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/silent_heroes_project


How Can I Start This Process?

https://abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/research-fallen-hero


Questions?


