
Formative Assessments

How do you know what your students know? 
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This is a mix of tech and non-tech examples of formative 
assessment in this presentation to help you build a formative 
toolkit. The idea is to provide options that will help save you 
time when assessing your students during the learning.  
Consider a few of these options and add to the list as you 
find new ideas. 

A Few Words about 
this Presentation





“When the cook tastes the soup, 
that’s formative; when the guests 
taste the soup that’s summative.”

- Robert Stake



Why Formative? 
Formative assessment is a tool teachers use to give 

feedback to students in order to guide instruction. 

Formative assessment should not be used for grading 

and should not be used to judge/evaluate teacher 

performance.  It’s simply a diagnostic used during the 

learning process. 

Consider who owns the learning. 



What do we do with the feedback?
Do we change the course of instruction based on the 
feedback, or do we forge ahead? 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Iceberg.jpg
https://pixabay.com/static/uploads/photo/2015/05/09/16/31/ship-helm-759954_960_720.jpg




Nearpod          https://nearpod.com/ 

Nearpod is an interactive presentation and assessment tool that can have an 
amazing effect in the classroom. The app's concept is simple. A teacher can 
create presentations that can contain Quiz's, Polls, Videos, Images, 
Drawing-Boards, Web Content (premium subscription)

-Free to sign-up and create an account 

-Useful tip: install nearpod chrome extension to be able to 
upload already created ppts from Google Drive

https://nearpod.com/


Uses for Nearpod 
-A different way to 
direct teach.

-Can be self directed.

-Built in tools for 
formative assessments. 

-Premium account can 
assign “homework” to 
students, great for 
flipped instruction.

https://share.nearpod.com/vsph/EdSmyVM1by 



Ed Puzzle        
  https://edpuzzle.com/ 

● Use Edpuzzle with videos to provide frequent checks for understanding.
● Upload videos or choose from a wide variety of options.
● Easily add questions and get student feedback.

Tutorial Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-wRQQ_gfvSomuZJaBLRshQ

-Free to sign up and create an account 

Have participants do one 

https://edpuzzle.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-wRQQ_gfvSomuZJaBLRshQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-wRQQ_gfvSomuZJaBLRshQ




Quizziz                                                  http://quizizz.com/ 
-create quizzes to 
check for 
understanding

-huge library to 
chose from or create 
your own 

-Free to sign up for 
account 

http://quizizz.com/


Plickers
https://plickers.com/ 

● Print cards out for students to include in notebooks, or 
keep a class set

● Special Formatting for Plickers: 

http://etsasusan.blogspot.com/2015/05/special-formatting-
in-plickers.html

 

https://plickers.com/
https://plickers.com/
http://etsasusan.blogspot.com/2015/05/special-formatting-in-plickers.html
http://etsasusan.blogspot.com/2015/05/special-formatting-in-plickers.html
http://etsasusan.blogspot.com/2015/05/special-formatting-in-plickers.html


Uses for Plickers 
-review for quiz

-review content

-Any place where you would want to give a quiz 



Poll everywhere

https://www.polleverywhere.com/

-free to sign up and create an account 
-use for ABCD created responses, discussion and quick open ended 
responses 

https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/


Uses in the classroom 
-Great to engage students in 
thinking about a topic/issue before 
the lesson (anticipatory set)

-Conclusion to a lesson

-Checkpoints along the way in 
learning a concept 



Kahoot      https://getkahoot.com/ 
Kahoot! is a free game-based learning platform that makes it fun to learn – any 
subject, in any language, on any device, for all ages!

Create your own or use the bank! 

Easy to share created Kahoots with co-workers! 

https://getkahoot.com/


Now it’s your turn….. 
Go to: 

Kahoot.it 

Enter game pin that is on the screen.

Type in your name.



Socrative

http://www.socrative.com/

http://www.socrative.com/
http://www.socrative.com/




There’s an app for that……..



Your turn to talk…………...
Find someone that shares your 
birthday month. Once you have 
found a partner:

-Introduce yourself, where and what do 
you teach?

- What is one benefit of using 
formative assessments? 

-How do you see using the examples 

already discussed? 

Once finished, pick a 
spokesperson for your group. 
They will share with the whole 
group what you discussed.  



NON-TECHNOLOGICAL FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
Moving beyond Exit Tickets and Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down

 



Four Corners
● Students are asked a question.  Each corner of the room has a 

designated answer.  Students go stand in the corner which they 
think is the correct answer.  Students have a discussion about why 
they choose that as the answer and then share out whole group.

-What is the best part of being in education?   
One corner for each reason:  
-relationships with students 
-being a lifelong learner
-relationships with colleagues
-access to great conferences 



3-2-1 
● 3 things you learned, 2 things I found interesting, 1 question I still have
● 3 things you learned, 2 questions you have, 1 summary sentence
● 3 differences between ___ 2 effects of __ on ____ 1 question you still have 

about the topic
● 3 important facts 2 interesting ideas 1 insight about yourself as a learner
● 3 keywords 2 new ideas 1 thought to think about
● Write 3 questions about the text (unfamiliar words, confusing passages or 

ideas) Write 2 predictions based on the text (what will happen next based 
on the reading) Make one connection based on the text (connect to 
something you know or have experienced)



White Boards 

Ask a questions to students and they write their responses on the 
whiteboard 

-can be used individually or in groups

-shower board from any home improvement store works too

-plastic plates from Walmart (add link)  



RESPONSE CARDS
Can be used in a variety of ways 

Examples: 

TPT Cards---

ABCD 



Summary/Closing 



Questions/Comments
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