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“Four Ps” Key Considerations 

Application 
Topic:____________________________ 
_________________________________ 
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What is the 

Purpose 

• Why are you teaching this topic? 

• How does this topic align to the 
approved curriculum and 
state/national standards? 

 

How do you 
need to 

Prepare 

• What are the various perspectives 
on the issue? 
 

• Which components of the topic are 
developmentally appropriate for 
your students and which are not? 

• What questions do you want 
students to wrestle with? 
 

• How will you ensure students have 
acquired proper background 
knowledge? 
 

• What resources will students use? 
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How will 
you 

establish the 

Process 

• What are the guidelines for 
discussion that ensure everyone is 
safe and can share? 
 

• Where will you post the guidelines 
and how will you reference them? 
 

• How will you establish the role of 
the students/discussants and the 
teacher/facilitator? 

 

Practice 

• Will students represent their own or 
assigned viewpoints? 
 

• How will you wrap up the 
discussion both in terms of the 
topic and format? 
 

• How will you restate the lesson 
objectives?  

 

Adapted from Creel, M. (n.d.). Teaching controversial issues in a sharply divided America. Discovery Education. 
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/learn/controversy-social-studies/  
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For 
Using Ephemera, Artifacts, and Monuments to Teach Controversial Social Issues 

• Library of Congress – www.loc.gov  
 

• The National Archives – www.archives.gov and www.docsteach.org  
Both have excellent educator sections, and are searchable by topic 
 

• The Smithsonian Institution – www.si.edu  
Includes 17 museums in Washington, DC area and over 200 affiliates nationwide, and millions of digital 
resources. 
 

o Americans – https://americanindian.si.edu/americans 
An exhibit at the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian on appropriation of 
American Indian imagery and language. The exhibit is also accompanied by Americans: A 
Dialogue Toolkit for Educators, with helpful guidance on facilitating challenging conversations. 
 

o Learning Lab – http://learninglab.si.edu 
A free platform for organizing, creating, and sharing the Smithsonian’s digital resources 
 

• Local and state history museums and societies such as The Ohio History Connection – 
www.ohiohistory.org   
The Ohio History Connection houses a variety of documents, artifacts, and ephemera related to Ohio’s 
history. See for example 
 

o Quilts and other artifacts searchable through an online database – 
http://collections.ohiohistory.org/starweb/p.skcc-catalog/servlet.starweb  
 

o A digital exhibit on the experience of African Americans 1850-1920 – 
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/ 
 

o Gay Ohio History Initiative (GOHI) – https://gohi.org/ 
 

• The Ephemera Society of America – https://www.ephemerasociety.org/  
 

• Local and University Libraries 

For specific classroom examples, see our chapter in the forthcoming book or contact us directly: 

Kaka, S. J. & Glenn-Applegate, K. (in press). Teaching history in real time: Using ephemera, artifacts, and  
museums to teach social issues. In T. S. Hawley & Chandler, P. (Eds.), Handbook on Teaching Social  
Issues (2nd ed.). Information Age Publishing: Charlotte, NC 
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