
King Leopold’s delegates from Belgium 

King Leopold II, our most humanitarian king, has interest in 
only one colony: Congo. He has been fighting his whole adult 
life to improve Africa, end the slave trade, and opening up the 

“long-neglected Continent to science, industry, and civilization.” 
It was our King Leopold who paid for Mr. Stanley’s expedition 
into Congo. Before that, our King frequently donated money to 
numerous African expeditions. In 1876, our King Leopold he 

hosted a very fancy conference for explorers and geographers of 
Africa, where his noble and humanitarian motives were made 
clear. Our king wants to build roads, hospitals and schools in 
Africa. He wants to establish peace among African chiefs. He 

wants to ensure the slave trade ends forever. He wants Africa to 
be a base for scientific study, where every trading post will 

features laboratories. According to Viscount de Lesseps (who 
opened the Suez Canal), Leopold plans are “the greatest 

humanitarian work of this time.”  Therefore, we Belgians claim 
the entire land of Congo for our esteemed monarch, King 

Leopold II. 
 

  



Berlin Conference Belgium Speech: Instructions to students  
On _____________________ you will be participating in a mock-Berlin Conference. The real 
conference was held in 1884, and it decided which European countries got to rule over which 
parts of Africa. No Africans were invited to the Berlin Conference. You represent Belgium. The 
King of Belgium, King Leopold II has spent the past decade convincing everyone that he wanted 
to help the people of Congo. You will read about Belgium claims to Congo and then give a 
speech about them.  
 
Reading and Speech preparation 
Answer the following questions in your notebook, using complete sentences. Be sure you 
thoroughly understand the questions/answers, because your speech must include information 
from each question.  
 

1. What did King Leopold II SAY that he wanted to do in Congo?  
2. Who was Henry Morton Stanley? How did he get involved in Leopold’s quest for 

Congo?  
3. Why did King Leopold II have a claim to Congo?  
4. What did others think about King Leopold in the 1800s?  

 
Berlin Conference Speech and Participation  
Write a speech to give during the Berlin Conference. 

• Your speech must be in first person (“Our King wants...”) 
• Your speech must be at least one minute long (no longer than 5 minutes) 
• Your speech must include information from each question  
• Your speech must include at least one quote (use “quotations”) from Partition of Africa 

or King Leopold’s Ghost  
Speech:  

• Speak so everybody in the room can hear you 
• Use eye contact, gestures, and your voice to engage others in your speech 
• Take turns speaking during the general debate.  

During the Berlin Conference:  
• Listen to all speeches, but non-verbally react as someone from your country would react 

to each speech 
• Only speak when it is your turn, or during general debate time.  
• Complete the “Berlin Conference” worksheet throughout the Berlin Conference. 

Map: Draw in the areas that King Leopold II and Belgium claim 

 



Belgium: Speech guide   

King Leopold II, our most humanitarian king, has interest in only one colony: Congo. He has 
been fighting his whole adult life to improve Africa, end the slave trade, and opening up the 
“long – neglected _____________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________.” 
It was our King Leopold who paid for Mr. Stanley’s expedition into Congo 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Before that, our King frequently donated money to numerous African expeditions. In 1876, our 
King Leopold he hosted a very fancy conference for explorers and geographers of Africa, where 
his noble and humanitarian motives were made clear. Our king wants 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
According to Viscount de Lesseps (who opened the Suez Canal), Leopold plans are “the greatest 
________________________________________________________________________ time.”  
Therefore, we Belgians claim the entire land of Congo for our esteemed monarch, King Leopold 
II.  



 

Pages 42 – 46 (not included here)  



 
Full text available at 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&prints
ec=frontcover 

Relevant pages included here  

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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