
Italy  

We Italians have been exploring land in Africa since the 1870s. In 1880 we took over a Red Sea 
port and began moving north. In 1882 we officially claimed the area and send our Italian 
missionaries and explorers to Africa. We have plans to expand all along the Red Sea coast, and 
have already taken some land and the port of Massawa from the Egyptians. We will work with 
King Menelek of Ethiopia to sign treaties that will place both Ethiopia and Eritrea in Italian 
control. This treaty will offer “mutual protection” between us and Menelek. We need the French 
to stay out of this business, and refrain from selling weapons to King Menelek, or any African 
chief for that matter.  

We also plan on taking over Eritrea, capturing Kassala and taking over Sudan, colonizing the 
Somalia coast.  We are happy to work with Britain to arrange the specific borders between our 
colony and hers.  

  



Berlin Conference Italy Speech: Instructions to students  
On _____________________ you will be participating in a mock-Berlin Conference. The real 
conference was held in 1884, and it decided which European countries got to rule over which 
parts of Africa. No Africans were invited to the Berlin Conference. You will read about Italian 
claims to Africa and then give a speech about those claims.   
 
Reading and Speech preparation 
Answer the following questions in your notebook, using complete sentences. Be sure you 
thoroughly understand the questions/answers, because your speech must include information 
from each question.  
 

1. How long has Italy been exploring and colonizing Africa? What have they accomplished 
in Africa? 

2. What lands does Italy claim? 
3. What lands have Italy taken from the Egyptians? 
4. How does Italy plan on working with King Menelek II, of Ethiopia? How is France 

involved?  
5. How is Italy going to work with Great Britain to establish borders?   

 
Berlin Conference Speech and Participation  
Write a speech to give during the Berlin Conference. 

• Your speech must be in first person (“We Italians explored...”) 
• Your speech must be at least one minute long (no longer than 5 minutes) 
• Your speech must include information from each question  
• Your speech must include at least one quote (use “quotations”) from Partition of Africa  

Speech:  
• Speak so everybody in the room can hear you 
• Use eye contact, gestures, and your voice to engage others in your speech 
• Take turns speaking during the general debate.  

During the Berlin Conference:  
• Listen to all speeches, but non-verbally react as someone from your country would react 

to each speech 
• Only speak when it is your turn, or during general debate time.  
• Complete the “Berlin Conference” worksheet throughout the Berlin Conference. 

Map: Draw in the areas that Portugal claims  

 

 



Italy: Speech guide   

 

We Italians have been exploring land in Africa since the 1870s. In 1880___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
We have plans to expand all along the Red Sea coast, and have already taken some land and the 
port of Massawa from the Egyptians. We will work with King Menelek of Ethiopia to sign 
treaties that will place both Ethiopia and Eritrea in Italian control. The treaty will promise 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
We need the French to stay out of this business, and refrain from selling weapons to King 
Menelek, or any African chief for that matter. We are a little worried about King Menelek 
because 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

We also plan on taking over Eritrea, capturing Kassala and taking over Sudan, colonizing the 
Somalia coast.  We are happy to work with Britain to arrange the specific borders between our 
colony and hers. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Full text available at 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&prints
ec=frontcover 

Relevant pages included here  

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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