
German reaction to British claims  

You British surely cannot be allowed to control the entire eastern seaboard of Africa! 
Remember, it was German. Explorer Von der Decken who lost his life exploring the Kilimanjaro 
region. We Germans claim the colony of Tanganyika, south of Lake Victoria. France, surely you 
do not want the British to own half of the continent?!? 

German claims:  

We Germans claim the areas of the Cameroons, the Namibian lands surrounding Angra Pequena, 
and Togoland for Germany. In territories bordering the Gold Coast, we Germans have places 
factories and German missions in places were the French and British have not been able to reach.  

Our Dr. Nachtigal has been doing great work in Togoland, operating factories and teaching 
African natives to speak German. He has even brought some Africans back to Berlin to showcase 
the power of their motherland. They were “doubtless greatly impressed with the power of 
Germany,” their new motherland. Togoland was declared a German Protectorate on July 5th. We 
then sailed up the Cameroons and met with chiefs there. These African chiefs, tired of waiting on 
the British, decided to sign their land over to us Germans instead. We “succeeded in winning 
their way to the heart of these thirsty chiefs by lavish promises of rum and guns and money.” We 
also claim Angola, African land in the east, around Lake Tanganyika. As previously mentioned, 
German explorer Von der Decken have recently explored and claimed this land before his 
untimely death.  

  



Berlin Conference German Speech: Instructions to students  
On _____________________ you will be participating in a mock-Berlin Conference. The real 
conference was held in 1884, and it decided which European countries got to rule over which 
parts of Africa. No Africans were invited to the Berlin Conference. You represent Germany, one 
of the last countries to colonize Africa. You will read about German claims to Africa and then 
give a speech about those claims.   
 
Reading and Speech preparation 
Answer the following questions in your notebook, using complete sentences. Be sure you 
thoroughly understand the questions/answers, because your speech must include information 
from each question.  
 

1. What land did explorer Von der Decken explore and claim for Germany?  
2. On what lands does Germany have missions and factories?  
3. What lands does Germany claim?  
4. What did Dr. Nachtigal do in Togoland? Who did he bring back to Germany?  
5. Why did African chiefs in the Cameroons do business with Germany?  

 
Berlin Conference Speech and Participation  
Write a speech to give during the Berlin Conference. 

• Your speech must be in first person (“We Germans discovered...”) 
• Your speech must be at least one minute long (no longer than 5 minutes) 
• Your speech must include information from each question  
• Your speech must include at least one quote (use “quotations”) from Partition of Africa  

Speech:  
• Speak so everybody in the room can hear you 
• Use eye contact, gestures, and your voice to engage others in your speech 
• Take turns speaking during the general debate.  

During the Berlin Conference:  
• Listen to all speeches, but non-verbally react as someone from your country would react 

to each speech 
• Only speak when it is your turn, or during general debate time.  
• Complete the “Berlin Conference” worksheet throughout the Berlin Conference. 

Map: Draw in the areas that Germany claims  

 

 



Germany: Speech guide   

German reaction to British claims  

You British surely cannot be allowed to control the entire eastern seaboard of Africa! 
Remember, it was German. Explorer Von der Decken who ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
France, surely you do not want the British to own half of the continent?!? 

German claims:  

We Germans claim the areas of the C_______________, the Namibian lands surrounding Angra 
Pequena, and T______________ for Germany. In territories bordering the Gold Coast, we have 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Dr. Nachtigal has been doing great work in _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Togoland was declared a German Protectorate on July 5th. We then sailed up the Cameroons and 
met with chiefs there. These African chiefs, tired of waiting on the British, decided to sign their 
land over to us Germans instead. We “succeeded in_________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________.” 
We also claim Angola, African land in the east, around Lake Tanganyika. As previously 
mentioned, German explorer Von der Decken have recently explored and claimed this land 
before his untimely death.  

 



 
Full text available at 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&prints
ec=frontcover 

Relevant pages included here  

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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