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What Makes a Family: 
See, Think, Wonder
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Culturally 
Responsive 
Teaching & 

Critical 
Literacies

WHAT MAKES A FAMILY?
See, Think, Wonder

C3 Disciplinary Focus
History

C3 Inquiry Focus
Gathering information from sources, using 
evidence, and taking informed action

Content Topic
What it means to belong to a family; Compare and 
contrast family traditions and customs 

C3 Focus Indicators

D1: Explain why the compelling question is important to the student. (D1.1.K-2)

D1: Identify disciplinary ideas associated with a compelling question. (D1.2.K-2) 

D2: Compare life in the past to life today (D2.His.2.K-2)

D2: Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of people in the present (D2.His.4.K-2)

D2: Generate questions about a particular historical source as it relates to a particular historical event or development 
(D2.His.12.K-2)

D3: Develop claims in response to compelling questions. (D3.4.3-5.)

D4: Present a summary of an argument using print, oral, and digital technologies. (D4.3.K-2)

D4: Identify and explain a range of local, regional, and global problems, and some ways in which people are trying to address
these problems. (D4.6.K-2)

Grade Level
K-2

Resources
Library of Congress website; Family and 

community resources

Time Required
Variable
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“Some families are adults and kids, but some 
have only two people. Some have a girl and 
a boy, some have two girls, and some have 
two boys. It doesn’t matter if two boys or two 
girls get married. Everybody’s different. If
you’re all the same it’s boring.” –Harrison

What 
makes a 
family?
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Dimension 2

Compare life in the past to life today (D2.His.2.K-2)Compare

Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of people in the 
present (D2.His.4.K-2)Compare

Generate questions about a particular historical source as it relates 
to a particular historical event or development (D2.His.12.K-2)Generate
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Supporting Questions

How are 
families the 
same and 
different?

What does a 
family do 
together?
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Dimension 3
• Develop claims in response to 

compelling questions. (D3.4.3-5.)
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Final Assessment: Communicating 
Conclusions and Taking Informed Action


