
 

Non-Alignment in Indonesia - Cold War or Decolonization? 
 

This module is designed for students to examine the Non-Aligned Movement in 
Indonesia to determine how it reflects the historical developments of the Cold War and 
Decolonization. 

 

FOCUS QUESTION:  
How does the Cold War and Decolonization impact Indonesian international 

relations in the twentieth century? 
 

AP Curriculum Framework Alignment Task: Based on a 60 minute class 

Unit 8 - Cold War and Decolonization 

Historical Thinking Skills:  
Developments and Processes - Explain a historical concept, development, or process. 
Making Connections - Explain how a historical development or process relates to another historical development or process.  
Sourcing and Situation - Explain the point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience of a source. 

Topic: 8.2 The Cold War 
Thematic Focus:  Cultural Developments and Interactions - 
The development of ideas, beliefs, and religions illustrate how 
groups in society view themselves, and the interactions of 
societies and their beliefs often have political, social, and 
cultural implications. 
Learning Objective: Explain the causes and effects of the 
ideological struggle of the Cold War. 
Historical Developments KC-6.2.V.B: Groups and individuals, 
including the Non-Aligned Movement, opposed and promoted 
alternatives to the existing economic, political, and social 
orders.  

Topic: 8.5 Decolonization After 1900 
Thematic Focus: Government - A variety of internal and 
external factors contribute to state formation, expansion, and 
decline.  Governments maintain order through a variety of 
administrative institutions, policies, and procedures, and 
governments obtain, retain, and exercise power in different ways 
and for different purposes. 
Learning Objective: Compare the processes by which peoples 
pursued independence after 1900. 
Historical Developments KC-6.2.II.A - Nationalist leaders and 
parties in Asia and Africa sought varying degrees of autonomy 
within or independence from imperial rule. 

 

OVERVIEW:  This activity is designed to engage students in analyzing the Non-Aligned movement to 
determine how it was a product of the Cold War and Decolonization.  Students should have had prior 
instruction in Imperialism and both World Wars.  In this lesson, students will explore primary and secondary 
sources to determine the influences of each historical development on Indonesian independence and state 
development in the mid 20th century.  

Materials needed for: 

 Homework-- 
● HOMEWORK GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 

 In Class Activity-- 
● STUDENT HANDOUT 1: FOCUS QUESTION 
● STUDENT HANDOUT 2: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES 
● STUDENT HANDOUT 3: SOURCE ANALYSIS GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 Assessment--  
● EXIT TICKET - TWO-SIDED THESIS 



SEQUENCE OF INSTRUCTION 
 

Homework Overview (30 minutes) 

Homework Document 
 
1. Students will use textbooks or other resources to define Decolonization and the Cold War, explain multiple 
causes of each, and lastly, explain how each historical development manifests itself in Indonesia. In class, 
students will compare their answers with a partner.  
 
The purpose of the homework is to  

a) build context to aid comprehension of primary sources to be read in class  
 
TEACHER NOTES: Teachers could use this homework to begin Unit 8 of AP World Modern or you could 
use toward the end of the unit as in depth review of these historical developments with a specific deep dive 
into Indonesian history, a topic not covered in standard texts.  Applying prior learning in a new context, 
Indonesia, should further develop student understanding of the two historical developments that form the bulk 
of Unit 8. 
 
Teachers may need to provide more context for Indonesia by providing a link to some basic information. 
This article below provides basic geographic and historical information: 

● Indonesia—History and Geography  
 

 

Class Activity:  Warm up / Introduction (5 minutes) 

1. ACTIVITY:  Students will share their homework to make sure they understand the basic definitions of 
Decolonization and the Cold War.  They should compare their lists and note valid causes that might not 
appear on their personal lists.  Students should also compare the relationship of each historical development 
to Indonesia.  Lastly, students should hypothesize an answer to the Focus Question based on their knowledge 
so far 
 

● Focus question - How does the Cold War and Decolonization impact Indonesian international 
relations in the twentieth century? 

 
TEACHER NOTES:  The goal of this warmup is to get students to begin thinking about these two historical 
developments and their impact on Indonesia before they read the primary sources.  This provides them an 
analytical framework to help with comprehension of the sources. 
 
While pairs discuss and share, monitor progress and stop for large group sharing if any element of the chart 
seems to be too difficult.  You may also need to remind students about Dutch involvement in Indonesia 
during the colonial era and Japanese occupation of the islands during World War II.  
  

Class Activity Part 1: Source Analysis  (40 minutes) 

1. ACTIVITY 1: Students will be in table groups of four.  Each group member will be responsible for one of 
the four readings.  Students should read and analyze each source to determine how the source content, author 
and/or historical situation relates to either the Cold War or Decolonization.  Students should annotate 

https://www.thoughtco.com/indonesia-facts-and-history-195522


specifics that they could use as evidence in an essay to evaluate which of these two aforementioned historical 
developments is more impactful on Indonesia by using the Source Analysis Graphic Organizer.  
 
Students should take turns discussing their sources with each member of the group.  The group should then 
conclude if the sources collectively point toward more impact for the Cold War or for Decolonization.  
 
TEACHER NOTES:  Since there are only four sources, students may come to the conclusion that there are 
two documents that support each historical development, thereby deciding that they want to say that both 
developments impacted Indonesia equally.  If this is the case, or if the arguments students give seem weak, 
instruct students to also use evidence from outside the documents to make their case.  They can back to their 
homework assignment or look for more evidence online.  

 

Class Activity Part 2:  Large Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

1. ACTIVITY #2: Students will share out large group the conclusions that their groups came to based on the 
evidence from their sources (and outside historical evidence). 
 
TEACHER NOTES:  Just as in the small group scenario, when students make a case for one historical 
development or the other, emphasize that they discuss with specific evidence from the sources first and then 
from outside evidence. 
  

 

Assessment / Check for Understanding (5 minutes) 

Formative Assessment - Exit Ticket  
 
Students will write a two-sided thesis statement responding to a prompt modeled from one of the original 
warmup questions.  A two-sided thesis statement should #1 - concede that one side has some validity, but #2 - 
assert that the other side is the main thrust of the argument. 
 

1. Evaluate the extent to which the Non-Aligned Movement was influenced by the Cold War and 
Decolonization  
 

 

 
 
 
  



 
 HOMEWORK MATERIALS 

 
STUDENT HANDOUT:  HOMEWORK GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
 
Using your textbook or other resources, define each of these historical developments, explain multiple causes of 
each, and lastly, explain how each development manifests itself in Indonesia. 
 

Contextualization  

 Decolonization Cold War 

Definition 
 
 
 
 

  

Causes 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Indonesian 
Context 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  



 

 

 
IN CLASS ACTIVITY MATERIALS 

 
STUDENT HANDOUT 1: FOCUS QUESTION 
 

Use the graphic organizer below to record evidence for your response to the focus question. 
 

How does the Cold War and Decolonization impact Indonesian international  
relations in the twentieth century? 

Cold War Decolonization 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

STUDENT HANDOUT 2: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES 
 

Follow the links for the full documents 

Source Content Summary 

Final Communiqué of the Asian-African conference 
of Bandung (24 April 1955) 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Indonesia 
(Ed.). Asia-Africa speak from Bandung. Djakarta: 
1955, pp. 161-169. 

The document discusses the resolutions of the conference of 
24 countries that included economic cooperation, cultural 
cooperation, human rights and self-determination, problems 
of dependent peoples, and the promotion of world peace and 
cooperation. 

Opening address given by Sukarno (Bandung, 18 
April 1955). 
 
Asia-Africa speak from Bandung. Djakarta: THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Republic of 
Indonesia, 1955. pp. 19-29. 

Indonesian President Sukarno declares the Bandung 
Conference as the host nation. With many African and Asian 
countries in attendance, the Conference calls upon all the 
participants to unite due to their common experiences. 

The Soviet Challenge in Indonesia 
By Guy J. Pauker July 1962 
 
Foreign Affairs Magazine 

Guy J. Pauker is an expert on Southeast Asia and consultant 
to the National Security Council and other federal agencies 
on Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines from the 1960s to 
the 1980s.  

“Mendayung Diantara Dua Karang Or Rowing 
Between Two Reefs” by Mohammed Hatta. Speech, 
1948. 
 

This speech laid the foundation for Indonesia’s “free and 
active” (bebasaktif) foreign policy.  
 
“Do we, Indonesians, in the struggle for the freedom of our 
people and our country, only have to choose between Russia 
and America?  We must remain the subject who reserves the 
right to decide our own destiny and fight for our own goal, 
which is independence for the whole of Indonesia.” 

http://franke.uchicago.edu/Final_Communique_Bandung_1955.pdf
http://franke.uchicago.edu/Final_Communique_Bandung_1955.pdf
https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2001/9/5/88d3f71c-c9f9-415a-b397-b27b8581a4f5/publishable_en.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wfNWDyP-232-l4VdcyYRfk_2BLHGF8Gf/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C-3576jcIsSYITNFPN1zhcgxZ169Kxb3zc5PvEC2eIc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C-3576jcIsSYITNFPN1zhcgxZ169Kxb3zc5PvEC2eIc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C-3576jcIsSYITNFPN1zhcgxZ169Kxb3zc5PvEC2eIc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C-3576jcIsSYITNFPN1zhcgxZ169Kxb3zc5PvEC2eIc/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
STUDENT HANDOUT 3: SOURCE ANALYSIS GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 
 

Summary of Main Idea Specific Evidence to Support Main Idea 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specific Evidence Related to the Cold War Specific Evidence Related to Decolonization 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Make an evaluative statement that describes the extent to which your article supports either  
the Cold War or Decolonization as more impactful on Indonesia. 

 
 
 
 

 

  



 
 ASSESSMENT MATERIALS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


