
British reaction to Portuguese claims of Southern Africa  

Portugal, I understand that 400 years ago, your ancient king sailed around Africa and drew some 
little maps. However, this does not mean that great swaths of the continent should automatically 
belong to you now! This map, drawn by one of the voyagers you mentioned is completely false. 
Someone just made up the position of these lakes and rivers, or perhaps they were drawn from 
native stories or fantasies. Even if your maps were accurate, you’ve had no power in the region 
for centuries, and any treaty you claim to have is out of date. Your colonies were overrun by 
Arabs who reported that “the Portuguese have left nothing behind them but ruined fortresses and 
palaces…nowhere is there to be seen a single trade of any real improvement.” Therefore 
Portugal, limit your claims to areas where you actually have influence.    

British claims: Part 1 

Thank you, Germany and Portugal. We are here on behalf of William Gladstone, Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom, to discuss all the great work England has done in Africa. Our voyages to 
Africa began in 1553 as we traveled frequently to the Gold Coast. In 1662, The British Company 
was built in the Gambia, and we soon replicated our success in Southern Africa on the Cape of 
Good Hope, declaring war on the Dutch as necessary.  By the 1750s, we successfully traded 
along the west coast between 20 degrees north and 20 degrees south latitude.  

We claim Sierra Leone. We claim all of Nigeria, because Britain purchased Lagos (the capital) 
from an African King in 1861, and we’ve maintained a colony ever since.  We claim all of South 
Africa. We’ve spent years fighting with the Dutch and various African tribes and have succeeded 
in controlling the entire area with the exception of Zululand, which we are still working on. A 
Constitution was established in Basutoland in 1853. We have built roads and railways throughout 
the land, and many British citizens have immigrated to the colony. The French want to give part 
of this area to the Portuguese, but we must remind this conference that the Portuguese Treaty of 
Monomotapa is defunct. The Portuguese left the area for the taking, and we British have 
succeeded in controlling it lately. Therefore, the land should belong to us.  

We also claim central Africa and the entire east coast. Stanley will remember that Dr. 
Livingston’s expedition through the Zambezi region was funded by Britain. He discovered Lake 
Victoria, and Lake Tanganyika for the British Empire. Later British expeditions returned to these 
lands, then controlled by Arabs, to discover Mt. Kilimanjaro and the source of the Nile. It is 
because of these brave English explorers that Central Africa was opened up to Europeans, and 
therefore, it should be us British who should continue to control the areas.  

British claims: Part II  

We’re still not done. We British also claim all of Egypt and Sudan. We defeated the Egyptian 
army when they tried to take over Berbers. The Suez Canal, which just opened in 1869 should 
also be controlled by us, as we bought out Egyptian shares of the canal when the nation went 
bankrupt. 

 



Berlin Conference Britain Speech: Instructions to students  
On _____________________ you will be participating in a mock-Berlin Conference. The real 
conference was held in 1884, and it decided which European countries got to rule over which 
parts of Africa. No Africans were invited to the Berlin Conference. You represent Great Britain, 
the most powerful country in the world in 1884, with colonies all over the world. You will read 
about British claims to Africa and then give a speech about those claims.   
 
Reading and Speech preparation 
Answer the following questions in your notebook, using complete sentences. Be sure you 
thoroughly understand the questions/answers, because your speech must include information 
from each question.  
 

1. Why do the Portuguese NOT deserve to colonize Africa, even though they explored the 
land first? What has happened to many colonies that Portugal first colonized?  

2. What lands to Britain explore in the 1500s and 1600s?  
3. What lands does The British Company claim?  
4. What’s Britain been doing in South Africa? (Transvaal, Orange Free, Basutoland, Natal)?  
5. What lands did Dr. Livingstone explore and claim for Britain?  
6. Why should Britain get control of Egypt, Sudan, and the Suez Canal?  

Berlin Conference Speech and Participation  
Write a speech to give during the Berlin Conference. 

• Your speech must be in first person (“We British discovered...”) 
• Your speech must be at least one minute long (no longer than 5 minutes) 
• Your speech must include information from each question  
• Your speech must include at least one quote (use “quotations”) from Partition of Africa  

Speech:  
• Speak so everybody in the room can hear you 
• Use eye contact, gestures, and your voice to engage others in your speech 
• Take turns speaking during the general debate.  

During the Berlin Conference:  
• Listen to all speeches, but non-verbally react as someone from your country would react 

to each speech 
• Only speak when it is your turn, or during general debate time.  
• Complete the “Berlin Conference” worksheet throughout the Berlin Conference. 

Map: Draw in the areas that Britain claims  

 

 



Britain: Speech guide   

British reaction to Portuguese claims of Southern Africa  

Portugal, I understand that 400 years ago, your ancient king sailed around Africa and drew some 
little maps. However, this does not mean that great swaths of the continent should automatically 
belong to you now! This map is completely false because _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
Besides, while in Africa, you started the slave trade that we are not trying to end. Your colonies 
were overrun by Arabs who reported that “the Portuguese ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________” 
Therefore Portugal, please limit your claims to areas where you actually have influence.    

British claims: Part 1 

Thank you, Germany and Portugal. We are here on behalf of William Gladstone, Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom, to discuss all our the great work England has been doing in Africa. Our 
voyages to Africa began in _______________ as we traveled frequently to 
___________________________________________ In 1662, The British Company was built in 
___________________________ , and we soon replicated our success in Southern Africa on the 
Cape of Good Hope. By the 1750s, with the support of the British Parliament, we maintained the 
African Company of Merchants, successfully trading along the west coast between 20 degrees 
north and 20 degrees south latitude.  

We claim __________________________. We claim all of Nigeria, because Britain purchased 
Lagos (the capital) purchased from an African King in 1861, and we’ve maintained a colony 
there ever since.  We British claim all of South Africa. We’ve spent years _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The French want to give part of this area to the Portuguese, but we must remind this conference 
that the Portuguese Treaty of Monomotapa is defunct. The Portuguese left the area for the taking, 
and we British have succeeded in controlling it lately.  

We’re not done. We British also claim central Africa and the entire east coast. Stanley will 
remember that Dr. Livingston _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

British claims: Part II  

We’re still not done. We British also claim all of Egypt, the Sudan, and the Suez Canal because 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Suez Crisis by BBC History 
By Laurie Milner 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/suez_01.shtml 
 
Creation of the Canal 

In 1854 Ferdinand de Lesseps, a French former diplomat, persuaded the Viceroy of Egypt, 
Mohamed Said, to permit the construction of a shipping canal through the 100 miles of 
desert between Africa and Asia. A prospectus was circulated and on 20 December 1858 the 
Universal Company of the Suez Maritime Canal was constituted. 

Britain, which had regarded France's increased influence in this region with suspicion, 
declined the offer of shares and even organised a boycott resulting in a shortage of 
investors. Egypt therefore acquired 44% of the shares. 

Construction began on 25 April 1859 and the canal was opened in November 1869 complete 
with a statue of de Lesseps dominating the harbour. Said, who died in 1867, was succeeded 
by his nephew Ismail. In the first year of the canal's existence, some three-quarters of the 
vessels using it were British. 

By the mid 1870s, Ismail, who had set out to modernise Egypt, but had incurred massive 
debts, offered his country's shares in the canal for sale. British Prime Minister Benjamin 
Disraeli bought Egypt's shareholding for £4 million establishing Britain's influence in the 
running of this new and extremely important waterway. 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/suez_01.shtml


 
Full text available at 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&prints
ec=frontcover 

Relevant pages included here  

 

 
 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Partition_of_Africa/mskTAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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