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Compelling
Question

Why did Yuri Kochiyama take civic action to strengthen democracy?

Standards and
Practices

D2.Civ.2.3-5. Explain how a democracy relies on people’s responsible participation, and draw
implications for how individuals should participate.

D2.His.3.3-5. Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant
historical changes and continuities.

Staging the
Question

Show a picture of Yuri Kochiyama and ask students if they know who she is. Use the primary
source analysis tool from the Library of Congress, Observe, Reflect Question, (similar to “T

see, I think, I wonder”) to generate questions about her life and work.

Supporting

Question 1

Supporting

Question 2

Supporting

Question 3

What happened to Yuri Kochiyama
and her family after Japanese forces

How did Yuri Kochiyama’s move
to New York influence her views

In what ways did Yuri Kochiyama
and her family use civic action to

bombed Pearl Harbor? .. L express solidarity with other
on civic participation? .
marginalized groups?
Formative Formative Formative

Performance Task

Performance Task

Performance Task

Create a captioned drawing of Yuri’s
experience(s) after Japanese forces
bombed Pearl Harbor.

List key details from the sources
that describe what happened when
Yuri Kochiyama moved to New
York.

Create a diagram that shows how
Yuri expressed solidarity with
other marginalized groups. (e.g.,
Venn Diagram, flow chart,
timeline).

Note: these are suggested
diagrams, teachers may add their
own ideas to the list.
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Featured Sources
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Note: Multiple sources are offered for

consideration. Teachers are
encouraged to explore them all and
decide which will work best in their
particular contexts.
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Source Al: Excerpts from Passing it
on: A memoir (Kochivama, 2004)

Note: use of excerpts (e.g., which
parts to use and how to use them) is
up to teacher discretion.

Source B: Then Came the War

Source C: Behind the Wire
(Library of Congress)

Source D: WWII Incarceration Part
One: A community grows, despite
racism

Source E: WWII Incarceration
Part Two: Looking like the enemy

Source F: WWII Incarceration
Part Three: American
concentration camps

Source G: Suggested picture books
linked to YouTube read alouds

* Baseball saved us (Mochizuki,
2018)

* The Bracelet (Uchida, 1996)

* So far from the sea (Bunting,
2009)

* A place where sunflowers
grow (Lee-Tai, 2012)

Source A2: Excerpts from
Passing it on: A memoir
(Kochivama, 2004)

Note: use of excerpts (e.g., which
parts to use and how to use them) is
up to teacher discretion.

Source B: Yuri Kochiyama
remembers first becoming aware of
racism directed at African
Americans

Source C: Yuri Kochiyama
describes meeting Malcolm X
Note: Students will need
background knowledge on
Malcolm X. The children’s book
Malcolm Little: The boy who grew
up to be Malcolm X could help.
(Read aloud linked.)

Source D: Raise your voice
painting (image)

Source E: Rehire the waiters
immediately (image)

Notes on Sources D and E: The
sources to analyze are the images in
the linked articles. Source D is an
art installation and Source E is a
photograph. Teachers may choose
to use text from the articles, as
well, if it would work in their
contexts.

Source A3: Excerpts from
Passing it on: A memoir
(Kochivama, 2004)

Note: use of excerpts (e.g., which
parts to use and how to use them)
is up to teacher discretion.

Source B: Our own people

Source C: A mural celebrating
the West Harlem community

Source D: Rehire the waiters
immediately (image)
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Why did Yuri Kochiyama take civic action to strengthen democracy? Construct
an argument (captioned drawing with 5+ detailed sentences as the caption, list

: Argument | With 5+ detailed items, or diagram) supported with evidence that addresses the
Summative question of why Yuri Kochiyama engaged in civic action to strengthen

Performance democracy.

Task

Express these arguments artistically. Consider creating a mural or collage of
Extension | relevant images. Display the finished products around the classroom and/or
school to teach others about Yuri Kochiyama’s legacy.

Understand: Identify other Asian American activists. (See incomplete list provided below.)
Generate questions about them.

Assess: Select one to focus on and research their story using library books and websites. Take
Taking notes on their important contributions. As more is learned, add to the list of questions already
Informed started.

Action Act: Create ways (e.g., podcasts, public service announcements, posters, pamphlets) to teach
others about their valuable contributions to society. (Note: These formats are suggestions.
Students would need prior experience to implement them here. Format options are left to
teacher discretion.)

An incomplete list of Asian American activists to support Taking Informed
Action.

Please note, some links take you to Amazon to purchase a particular book. Checking in school
or public libraries is always an option. This list is simply a starting point.

* Qo to this site for a collection of suggestions Asian American Activists

* Grace Lee Boggs: author and human rights advocate o Grace Lee Boggs: My itty bitty
bio

* Helen Zia: Chinese American author and activist for racial and LGBTQIA rights o
Interview on USA Today from August 28, 2020

» Larry Itliong: Filipino American labor leader who organized farm workers o Journey for
Justice: The life of Larry Itliong (read aloud) o Larry Itliong: My itty bitty bio

* Fred Korematsu: an American civil rights activist who resisted internment during World
War II.

* We are inspiring: The stories of 32 inspirational Asian American woman

*  Yes we will: Asian Americans who shaped this country
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* For more on Kochiyama, Itliong, Zia, and Boggs, see Kessler, M.A. & Darolia, L.H.
(2022). Civic action and solidarity: Teaching about multiracial and intersectional Asian
American activism. Jlowa Journal for the Social Studies (30)2, 295-319.

Suggested resources to enhance teacher background knowledge

* For guidance in how to modify primary sources: Wineburg, S. & Martin, D. (2009).
Tampering with history: Adapting primary sources for struggling readers. Social
Education, 73(5), 212-216.

* Passing it on: A memoir (Kochiyama, 2004)

* Explore the Densho Project website. Search Yuri Kochiyama’s name.

* Learn about the important use of language and how it can be used to downplay atrocities.
The Library of Congress uses the term “internment” and this is problematic, as
“incarceration” is more accurate. o Daniels, R. (2005). Words do matter: A note on

inappropriate terminology and the incarceration of the Japanese Americans. In L.
Fisnet & G. Nomura (Eds.), Nikkei in the Pacific Northwest: Japanese Americans
and Japanese Canadians in the twentieth century (pp. 183-207). University of
Washington Press

o Japanese American Citizens League. The Power of Words

* Browse Asian American History Curriculum from Noreen Naseem Rodriguez’s website.
*  SmithsonianAPA’s Yuri Kochiyama Digital Exhibit

Supplemental resources for the classroom

» Asian American and Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander Children’s Books (Social Justice
Books)
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My Creed. . 227
What type of person |
hope to live by this one creed that wk
cenly a part of all Fhave met. 2
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sorrow!, and grief as a part of life; to never expect another to be indebted to
help me, but shoubd 1 be alde to help anvose, to be grateful that § could be of
use
To give the advantage. but never 10 ask for it; bo be strict with myself, but
not with others; to be humble enough to stoop to any degree as Jong as it is
in service for another
This creed, that people and experience have made for me, | will sincerely try
to keep, for if 1 fail oven ot portion of it, and although it will be unknown
to them, | will be failing not only myself, but those who are the living part of
this croed
And this creed, 1 call “twenty-two” It ks my philosophy of life.
Dyear Heavenly Fatlwer—Help me five it
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The Kochiyams
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nights fearky 19548,



again. | first met Carloggy When she wae about seven years old, She later
Erew up to be a clvil fights activig,

ins the civil rights mMovement. | kept my €¥es on the newspapers as Gvil
unrest and demonstrations Crupted all over the Soarh. By the close of the
19505, the Southern civil RIS Movement was active in akmast all of the
Southern states, inchiuding Lowisiang, Mississippl, Alabama, Geargax, South
and North Caroling, Tennesses, Flofida, and Virginia. This set the stage for
what would become 4 significant time period for the Kochiyama family,
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Madcodm lwulhAmmﬂumm‘m-mma. 1964 at the Kachiyama home,

me. He did as he promised, writing me eleven times from nine different
countries.

As he walked into the living room, people surged toward him, wanting to
shake his hand. He was gracious with everyone. The living room, kitchen,
and hallway were crowded. He shook hands with as many people he could
reach out to. People were impressed with his warmth even before he began
o talk.

Malcolm first thanked the Hitwkusha for taking the time to go to the “World's
Worst Fair” He said something to the effect, "You have been scarred by the
atom bomb, You just saw that we have also been scarred. The bomb that hit
s was racism.” He went on to divulge that he spent some years in prison,

where he educated himself. He read mrytldnghzmﬂdgetlftsm?w
including Asian history, which wasn't too different from the history of Africa.

He said that almost all of Asia, like Africa, mm“f"m""&
But he explained that because Japan did not have the natural resources

salcotm X-and the Kochiyamas












