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Land Acknowledgment
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“The way we can best take care of ourselves is to 
have land, and turn it and till it by our labor—that is, 

by the labor of the women, and children, and old 
men—and we can soon maintain ourselves and have 
something to spare . . . We want to be placed on land 

until we are able to buy it and make it our own.” 
(Garrison Frazier)



“In 1875, African Americans owned three 
million acres of land. Five years later, they 

owned eight million, and by 1900, it was twelve 
million” 

(White, 2018, p. 28). 



“By the 1920s, Black people owned about a 
million farms-14% of all of the farms in the 
country. In the decades that followed, that 

number dropped to below 2%.” 
(New York Times, 2019) 



“The love you have for the land is unreal… 

and I want this land back”.

June Provost



“The oppression of slavery, land 

tenancy, and sharecropping is 

but one part of the story.” 
(White, 2018, p. 61) 



“In order for any people or nation to 

survive, land is necessary”
-Fannie Lou Hamer



“Down where we are, food is used as a political 

weapon. But if you have a pig in your backyard, if 

you have some vegetables in your garden, you 

can feed yourself and your family, and nobody can 

push you around. If we have something like some 

pigs and some gardens and a few things like that, 

even if we have no jobs, we can eat and we can 

look after our families”.

-Fannie Lou Hamer



.Dimension one: 
Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries



“The discipline of economics is not 
primarily about memorizing items… 

it’s about empowering people to make 
thoughtful choices”

(Gallagher & Hodges, 2010, p. 15)

“... Developing a sense of place lets 
children know that they belong in the 
physical world around them and in the 

social and cultural world they share with 
others” 

(Brilliante & Mankiw, 2015, p. 3)

Economics

Geography



Critical Race Theory 
(Bell, 1992; Delgado, 1989, Harris, 1994; Ladson-Billings & Tate. 1995; Ladson-Billings, 

1998; Solorzano & Yosso, 2002; Tyson & Howard, 2004)

A method of telling stories that aims to challenge the validity of 
the master narrative or myths held by the majority by centering 

the knowledge and experiences of communities of Color. 

Critique of notions such as color blindness, 
meritocracy, and neutrality of the law.

Because of the history of race/racism in the U.S., 
the notion of whiteness can be considered a 

property interest.

Critique of liberalism     

Counterstorytelling  

Whiteness as property     



Critical Race Theory 
(Bell, 1992; Delgado, 1989, Harris, 1994; Ladson-Billings & Tate. 1995; Ladson-Billings, 

1998; Solorzano & Yosso, 2002; Tyson & Howard, 2004)

Economic 
Themes

NCSS- The College, Career, and Civic 
Life C3 Framework for Social Studies 

Standards

Slavery and 
the Economy

Economic Decision Making
D2.Eco.2.3-5. Identify pos itive and negative incentives that influence the 
decisions people make.

Exchange and Markets
D2.Eco.3.3-5. Identify examples of the variety of resources (human 
capital, physical capital, and natural resources) that are used to produce 
goods and services.

Sharecropping 
and Slavery in 
the context of  
wage earning

Economic Decision Making
D2.Eco.2.K-2. Identify the benefits and costs of making various personal 
decisions.

Economic Decision Making
D2.Eco.1.3-5. Compare the benefits and costs of individu al choices.

Exchange and Markets
D2.Eco.3.3-5. Identify examples of the variety of resources (human 
capital, physical capital, and natural resources) that are used to produce 
goods and services.

Geography Themes NCSS- The College, Career, and Civic Life C3 Framework for 
Social Studies Standards

Blacks living in rural, 
urban and suburban 

contexts

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.K-2. Describe how human activities affect the cultural and environmen tal characteristics of places or 
regions.

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.4.3-5. Explain how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments.

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.3-5. Explain how the cultural and environmen tal characteristics of places change over time.

Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements
D2.Geo.7.K-2. Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.

Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements
D2.Geo.7.3-5. Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution and movement of 
people, goods, and ideas.

Black farmers, 
sharecroppers, and farm 

cooperatives

Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements
D2.Geo.7.K-2. Explain why and how people, goods, and move from place to place.

Segregation, integration, 
environmental justice 

movement

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.K-2. Describe how human activities affect the cultural and environmen tal characteristics of places or regions.

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.4.3-5. Explain how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments.

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.3-5. Explain how the cultural and environmen tal characteristics of places change over time.



Staging the Compelling Question

● What are human rights? Why do we 
have them?

● Do kids have human rights?

● What happens if your rights are 
violated by your country?

● What does it means that you have the 
right to food?

● What is the government's role in 
making sure that every person has 
enough to eat?



SQ1: What is the history of African Americans and the land?



Cotton field, Retreat Plantation, Port Royal 
Island, S.C. / Photographed by Hubbard & Mix, 
Beaufort, S.C
Library of Congress 18



The First cotton-gin / drawn 
by William L. Sheppard.
1869 Dec. 18.
Library of Congress



Emancipation / Th. Nast ; King & 
Baird, printers, 607 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia.
 Published by S. Bott, no. 43 South 
Third Street, Philadelphia, Penna., 
c1865.



Radical members of the 
first legislature after the 
war, South Carolina
1876
Library of Congress



The Union as it was The lost 
cause, worse than slavery / / 
Th. Nast
1874
Library of Congress



“The slave went free; stood for a brief moment 

in the sun; and then moved again toward 

slavery.” 

- W.E.B DuBois 



“Borne down by ever-increasing debts, trapped by a legal system which severely 

restricted their every movement, weakened by malnutrition and disease, and violently 

denied access to legal relief, black tenant farmers labored under a weight of 

oppression which offered virtually no escape.” 

(Hinson & Robinson, 2018, p. 288)



Negro tenant farmer family. 
Greene County, Georgia. June, 

1941.
Library of Congress

Old Negro farmer and his grandson, 
near Greensboro, Alabama

1941
Library of Congress

Lee, Russell, 1903-1986, 
photographer

Created / Published
1940 Feb.

Library of Congress





Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by C. Boston Weatherford

SQ3: Who was Fannie Lou Hamer? How did she create change in her community?



Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by C. Boston Weatherford

SQ3: Who was Fannie Lou Hamer? How did she create change in her community?



SQ3: Who was Fannie Lou Hamer? How did she create change in her community?

Negro farmers at soil 
conservation meeting at 
Vernon, Oklahoma
Lee, Russell, 1903-1986, 
photographer
1940 Feb.
Library of Congress



Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by C. Boston Weatherford



“...Very few people appreciate that the 
African Americans in those communities did 
not go there as immigrants looking for new 

economic opportunities, 

they went there as refugees from terror”
--Bryan Stevenson
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The Freedom Farm Cooperative (White, 
2018, p. 72)



Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by C. Boston Weatherford



“...have a stake in it; they are not relying on 
handouts; they are enhancing their own dignity 

and freedom by learning that they can feed 
themselves through their own efforts”

1968 report by the Natioanl Council for Negro Women



Black Farmers protest outside the U.S. District 

Courthouse prior to a hearing on their class action 

lawsuit against the Department of Agriculture.

John Francis Ficara

Allen Gooden, cattle farmer 

John Francis Ficara

Rosa Murphy, in her late '80s, 

continues to do light work in her 

fields.

John Francis Ficara

“...reconnecting with the land as a strategy of 
self-determination and self-sufficiency” 

(White, 2018). 



“A revolution is based on land. Land is 

the basis of all independence. Land is 

the basis of freedom, justice, and 

equality… A revolutionary wants land 

so he can set up his own nation, an 

independent nation.” 

-Malcolm X





Environmental Justice Movement
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