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The theme of this issue of Social Studies and the Young Learner is “Agency and 
Empowerment with Young Learners.” Kindergarten and the early grades are a time 
in which children can begin to experience the feeling that “I can make a difference,” 
and practice the social skills that make civic engagement possible. 

In the first article, “Start Local, Go Global: Community Partnerships Empower 
Children as Scientists and Citizens,” Sara Hartman and Sami Kahn  invite stu-
dents to “think about a policy for local bee protection,” act as “energy ambassadors” 
promote energy saving tips, and discuss how plants grow as well as “food insecurity.”

In the article “Kindergartners and ‘Philosophical Dialogue’: Supporting Child 
Agency in the Classroom,” Stephanie C. Serriere, Michael D. Burroughs, 
and Dana L. Mitra challenge students to assume different points of view using 
characters in the book Hey, Little Ant. 

In her article “When Retired and Practicing Teachers Collaborate: Enhancing 
Elementary Social Studies Instruction,” Ava McCall reveals how teachers benefit 
from having “someone with whom to plan and teach social studies, share resources, 
and discuss how to provide engaging lessons for all students.”

The PULLOUT in the center of this issue, “Handouts for Children as Scientists 
and Citizens,” by Sara Hartman and Sami Kahn (authors of the first article) offers 
a framework for children to record their observations, state challenges or problems 
for society, list resources (materials, people, and organizations), and then suggest 
solutions or action steps. 

How we consider different historical experiences and perspectives is the topic 
of “Rethinking Columbus Day: Empowering Learners through Collaborative 
Reasoning” by Rena Shifflet and Lauren Hennig, which employs two contrasting 
works of children’s literature. 

“Examining the Evidence in a History Lab: George Washington and Slavery” by 
Cara Ward and Travis Matthews describes how students engage with primary 
source texts, a painting, and a photograph (images created in different decades) to 
arrive at a more complex understanding of a historic icon and the society he lived in. 

In “Remixing” Current Events: Navigating the Transmedia Terrain with Fifth 
Graders,” Daniel G. Krutka outlines how teachers can provide opportunities for 
students to explore current issues and “identify blind spots in media coverage.” 

EDITORS’ NOTES

Scott Waring

EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor, Scott Waring, University of Central Florida

Senior Editor, Steven S. Lapham

Publications Director, Michael Simpson

Art Director, Rich Palmer

EDITORIAL BOARD

Jan Alleman – Michigan State University
Ellen Ballock – Gordon College
Michelle Bauml – Texas Christian University
Elizabeth Bellows – Appalachian State University
Angel Bestwick – Kutztown University
Lisa Brown Buchanan – University of North Carolina Wilmington
Nancy Gallavan – University of Central Arkansas
Eric Groce – Appalachian State University
Mary Beth Henning – Northern Illinois University
Lynda Herrera – Marymount University
Liz Hinde – Metropolitan State University of Denver
Janie Hubbard – The University of Alabama
Roi Kawai – University of Wisconsin in La Crosse
Sarah Montgomery – University of Northern Iowa
Scott Morrison – Elon University
Kim O’Neil – National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
Laura Quaynor – Lewis University
Scott Roberts – Central Michigan University
Tracy Rock – University of North Carolina Charlotte
Ellen Santora – Independent Researcher and Consultant
Sarah Shear – Penn State University-Altoona
Jay Shuttleworth – Long Island University, Brooklyn
Emma Thacker – James Madison University
Cheryl Torrez – University of New Mexico
Christina Tschida – East Carolina University

SOCIAL STUDIES AND THE YOUNG LEARNER 
(ISSN 1056-0300) is published by National Council for 
the Social Studies (NCSS) four times a year: September/
October, November/December, January/February, and 
March/April. Logotype is an NCSS trademark. Contents 
© 2017. 

ONLINE: Visit SSYL at www.socialstudies.org/publica 

tions/ssyl and www.ingentaconnect.com/content/ncss.

READERS: The editors welcome suggestions, letters to 
the editor, and manuscripts to our peer-reviewed journal. 
Guidelines and services at www.socialstudies.org/publica 

tions/ssyl; ssyl@ncss.org; 301-850-2498. Contributors ex-
press their own views, reflecting divergent opinions. Send 
manuscripts to ssyl@ncss.org. 

DELIVERY AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS: View and 
update your record, www.socialstudies.org/membership; 
send new address to membership@ncss.org; or call 800-
296-7840 ext. 111. Callers outside the U.S. and Canada use 
301-588-1800 ext. 111.

PERMISSION to reproduce articles for academic use, 
contact Copyright Clearance Center, Academic Permis-
sions Service, 222 Rosewood Dr., Danvers, MA 01923; 
978-750-8400 (phone), 978-750-4470 (fax).

ADVERTISING: Hallie Brown, Townsend Group, at 
301-215-6710 ext. 130, hbrown@townsend-group.com. 
Visit www.socialstudies.org/advertising for rates and speci-
fications.

INDEXED by Institute of Education Sciences, eric.ed.gov.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

Social Studies and the Young Learner
NCSS, 8555 Sixteenth St., Suite 500

Silver Spring, MD 20910 USA

2   Social Studies and the Young Learner


