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On Monday, the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) hosted a Congressional briefing to build upon recommendations for the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to better align it with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that were formally released in March 2010.  The briefing featured a trailer for a documentary titled “Including Samuel,” and Samuel’s brother and father were panelists.  Samuel is a ten-year old boy with Cerebral Palsy and serves as an example of how a child’s life and education might be improved were CEC’s recommendations implemented.  An additional focus of the briefing was the importance of inclusionary classrooms for students both with and without disabilities.  There is a study will be released soon that concludes all students benefit academically as well as socially from schools that embrace inclusion.   

panelists

· Isaiah Habib, 13, Samuel’s brother

· Dan Habib, Filmmaker in Residence, Institute on Disability, University of New Hampshire

· Cyndi Chappel, CEC 2010 Teacher of the Year

· Greg LaMore, Assistant Superintendent for Special Needs, Ottawa Intermediate School District, Michigan

summary

Isaiah Habib presented his perspective as a youth in middle school who understands the need for better practices in schools regarding students with disabilities so that his brother may continue to obtain a quality education.  

Dan Habib related his experiences as a father of child with a disability as well as a film maker who has focused on these issues for many years.  He emphasized the importance of several benefits of inclusionary classrooms, including social and emotional development; extracurricular involvement; and greater understanding and acceptance of differences among people. 

Cyndi Chappel gave some insight into the life of a preschool teacher who teaches special education and also participates in a partial inclusion program.  She also suggested that all students become better students and people as a result of experiencing inclusion in the classroom.  She then presented a number of the CEC’s recommendations to align the reauthorization of ESEA with the IDEA to provide a better education for all students.  These recommendations include recommending that Congress:

· recognize and support requirements that emphasize the importance of special education pedagogy that centers on evidence-base expertise of special educators to alter instructional variables to individualize instruction for individuals with exceptional learning needs

· address the national shortage of special educators, related service personnel, and early childhood educators by making salaries, benefits, and supports competitive by improving work conditions, including collegial and administrative supports, caseloads, and paperwork responsibilities in order to recruit and retain the well prepared successful educators of diverse backgrounds that are currently needed.

· fund research to determine whether financial incentives for professionals result in increased student achievement, increased retention of professionals or attract more professionals to enter special and gifted education. 

Greg LaMore emphasized the importance, and encouraged the use, of adequate alternative assessments to gauge the progress of the whole child.  He stressed the importance of looking beyond the Individualized Education Program (IEP) to examine the progress of the student. 
The CEC hopes that their recommendations will help shape ESEA reauthorization and will benefit all students and education professionals.  For more information and to read the recommendations in their entirety, visit http://cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=8228&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm. 
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