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Christa McAuliffe Reach for the Stars Award

2011 NCSS Awards Guidelines and Criteria

Sponsored by:

· National Council for the Social Studies and Fund for the Advancement of Social Studies Education

Frequency

· Annual

Award
· Cash award of up to $2,500 

· Commemorative gift awarded at NCSS conference

· A session at NCSS is reserved for the winner(s)

· Publicity

Purpose
The purpose of the $2,500 grant is to help a social studies educator make his or her dream of innovative social studies a reality. Grants will be given to assist classroom teachers in: 1) developing and implementing imaginative, innovative, and illustrative social studies teaching strategies; and 2) supporting student implementation of innovative social studies, citizenship projects, field experiences, and community connections.

Eligibility:

· NCSS membership is required.

· Full-time social studies teacher or social studies   teacher educators currently engaged with K-12 students.

· "Reach for the Stars" projects that represent excellence and innovation in social studies education and have the potential of serving as a model for other teachers.

Criteria for Selection:

· Project activities and teaching strategies should represent inquiry based teaching and learning.

· Projects should be designed to encourage students to develop understanding of concepts from the social science disciplines in order to communicate their ideas in a variety of formats spoken, written, graphic, statistical, and/or electronic. 

· Projects should enable students to become involved in exploring a range of options such as information technology, primary source material, community resources and local organizations, oral histories and interpretative centers as well as traditional resources, to develop their skills.

Proposal Outline (no more than 8 pages, double spaced, 12 pt type in total):

I. Cover page (see sample on back of page or download from the NCSS website awards section).
II. Project proposal abstract. Provide a 50-150 word abstract that summarizes the project and indicates how it represents an innovation in social studies education in your school. 

III. Project proposal and narrative description must include the following information: 
· Clear, concise statement of the project objectives. 

· Brief summary of project activities and timeline for completion. 

· Identify the population served, including relevant demographic information. 

· Include a budget that shows how you will use the $2,500 award and if you are seeking additional funding from other sources.
· Briefly explain how the award can facilitate your project.

· Briefly explain how you will evaluate the success of your project. 

· Describe a specific plan for sharing your project with local or state councils and with NCSS, e.g. in affiliated council newsletters and/or websites and/or an article for Social Education or Social Studies and the Young Learner. 

· Briefly explain how your project can serve as a model for other teachers.

IV. Professional resume (include current teaching assignment)
V. Two letters of support including a brief statement of support from your supervisor acknowledging your teaching status and support for the project you are proposing. One letter may be from your state or local social studies council.
VI. Publicity Outreach Please provide the name, contact name, title, and e-mail for:
         •    Major local/community newspaper (up to 2) 
         •    District Superintendent
         •    Direct supervisor
VII. Information Release Statement (on cover page)
Submission Requirements:
 Submit full proposal application to excellence@ncss.org (Submit all required documents by 11:59 p.m. EST on the deadline date of the award in order to receive consideration)
 Proposal application must be in a single PDF (scanned) document at 400dpi

 Include subject headers for each Proposal Requirement Outline
 No mail in copies will be allowed

For more information on NCSS Awards and Grants visit www.socialstudies.org/awards or contact Recognition Programs at excellence@ncss.org.

Deadline by: May 1, 2011 at 11:59p.m. EST
Send to:

Christa McAuliffe Reach for the Stars Award Subcommittee. Submit all nominations to excellence@ncss.org
Christa McAuliffe Reach for the Stars Award Application Cover Page
Proposal Title: ___________________________________________________________________________    

__________________________________________________ Applicant Name (Primary Contact)
__________________________________________________ Title

__________________________________________________ Organization Applicant is affiliated with

__________________________________________________ Mailing Address of Organization
__________________________________________________ City/State/Zip

__________________________________________________ Work Phone
__________________________________________________ E-mail Address
__________________________________________________    

Primary Applicant Home Address
__________________________________________________ City/State/Zip
__________________________________________________ Home Phone 
__________________________________________________
NCSS Membership Number

Please provide Name, home address, Home number and e-mail of any other co-applicants

_______________________________________

__________________________________________    

Name






Name

_______________________________________


__________________________________________    

Affiliation





Affiliation

_______________________________________


___________________________________________    

Home Address





Home Address

_______________________________________


__________________________________________    

City/State/Zip





City/State/Zip

_______________________________________


___________________________________________    

Home Phone





Home Phone

_______________________________________


___________________________________________    

Work Phone





Work Phone

_______________________________________


___________________________________________    

E-mail






E-mail

_______________________________________


___________________________________________    

NCSS Membership Number (optional)



NCSS Membership Number (optional)

As the primary applicant, I have prepared this proposal packet. Each packet should be one complete PDF (scanned) document at 400dpi with subject headers that identify materials according to the list of nomination requirements:
_______ Cover page (see sample on back of page or download from the NCSS website awards section).
_______ Project proposal abstract. Provide a 50-150 word abstract that summarizes the project and indicates how it represents an 
innovation in social studies education in your school. 

_______ Project proposal and narrative description must include the following information: 
· Clear, concise statement of the project objectives. 

· Brief summary of project activities and timeline for completion. 

· Identify the population served, including relevant demographic information. 

· Include a budget that shows how you will use the $2,500 award and if you are seeking additional funding from other sources.
· Briefly explain how the award can facilitate your project.

· Briefly explain how you will evaluate the success of your project. 

· Describe a specific plan for sharing your project with local or state councils and with NCSS, e.g. in affiliated council newsletters and/or websites and/or an article for Social Education or Social Studies and the Young Learner. 

· Briefly explain how your project can serve as a model for other teachers.

_______ Professional resume (include current teaching assignment)
_______ Two letters of support including a brief statement of support from your supervisor acknowledging your teaching status and support 
for the project you are proposing. One letter may be from your state or local social studies council.
_______ Publicity Outreach Please provide the name, contact name, title, and e-mail for:
               •    Major local/community newspaper (up to 2) 
               •    District Superintendent
               •    Direct supervisor

_______ Information Release Statement 

              Yes, I give National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) permission to publish the materials I have submitted as it deems         appropriate in publicizing/sharing best practices with other educators.

________________________________________
Signature
Signature of Applicant ________________________________
Date Prepared ___________________________

