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NCSS Strategic Plan Overview 
The NCSS Strategic Plan (chart below) represents short and long term goals defined by the NCSS board of directors. A separate document provides an overview of many of the NCSS activities in place or in progress to address various goals and objectives. 
	A. Education/Knowledge – NCSS will be the leading resource for professionals who seek social studies knowledge, collegiality, and learning opportunities throughout their careers.            

	 NCSS Objectives:

	A1. Increase professional development opportunities to strengthen theoretical, pedagogical, and content knowledge.



	A2. Increase research to enhance the effectiveness of social studies teaching. 



	A3. Improve and increase the variety of information and materials for effective social studies instruction.



	A4. Increase public and private funding of programs to address social studies needs.

	

	B. Advocacy/Visibility – Educators and public policy makers will regard NCSS and its members as shapers of educational policies impacting social studies.

	NCSS Objectives:

	B1. Strengthen collaborative relationships with other educational organizations to impact policy.



	B2. Increase members’ knowledge and understanding of educational policies and the political and regulatory process.



	B3. Increase legislative, regulatory, business, media, and public awareness that social studies is fundamental to an educated citizenry.



	B4. Increase the effectiveness and influence of NCSS and its members as advocates for social studies with public policymakers at the local, state, and national levels.



	B5. Strengthen collaborative relationships with other educational organizations on issues of mutual concern.



	

	C. Membership – Unite professionals of all grade levels and social studies disciplines.

	NCSS Objective 

	C1. Increase the membership and retention rate.



	C2. Increase membership and participation of currently un- or under-represented constituencies.



	C3. Increase joint membership and strengthen the relationship between local, state, and regional councils and NCSS.



	C4. Increase collaboration with each of the social studies discipline organizations and with other educational groups.



	D. Citizenry – Social Studies knowledge and skills will be central to sound decision-making and engagement in civic life.

	NCSS Objective

	D1. Expand public awareness of social studies as an umbrella for civic, economic, and cultural literacy in relation to preparation in the 3 C’s (college, career, and citizenship).



	D2. Increase collaboration with business, policy makers, and community stakeholders (parents, immigrants, school leaders, non-parental taxpayers, and students) on common goals to create an educated and engaged citizenry, informed consumers, and a productive workforce.



	D3. Increase media awareness and public perception of the importance of social studies to citizenship education.



	D4. Increase cooperation with other disciplines and groups to promote an educated and engaged citizenry.



	D5. Develop and increase the use of NCSS materials regarding citizenship education and standards in pre-service content and methods courses and adult education.



	D6. Develop and increase the use of NCSS citizenship materials in professional development programs.



	D7. Increase awareness of powerful teaching and learning strategies for citizenship and education based on current research.



	E. Social Studies Excellence – Social Studies, based on NCSS policies and standards, will be recognized as a core subject.

	NCSS Objective

	E1. Broaden public understanding and support of the nature and importance of social studies.



	E2. Strengthen members’ knowledge and skills for preparing students for the 3C’s (college, career, and citizenship).



	E3. Promote the adoption of NCSS social studies standards by state education agencies.



	E4. Promote the adoption of NCSS social studies standards by companies who prepare SS materials for classroom.



	E5. Increase the use and quality of assessment based on the NCSS standards, curriculum, and instruction.



	


